You realize what you’ve been taught the Holy Scriptures say,
Is NOT what the Holy Scriptures say!
What Happens When We Die? profoundly explores the written word of
Scripture to expose irreconcilable contradictions and fables being taught today
from the pulpits of many modern and popular churches.
[3] For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine … [4] And they shall turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables. (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
This concise, easy to read book challenges us to examine what we think we
know, and to test our current spiritual beliefs and doctrines with God’s answers
to us from the clear light and true word of His inspired Holy Scriptures. We
discover the simplicity of what they really teach in context, harmony and witness
about free-will, death, heaven, hell, the lake of fire, our hope in Christ Jesus
and God’s majestic destiny for us.
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Dedication
Dedicated to all who have a deep, inner yearning
to know and understand God’s truth for us.

Introduction

Why a revised version?
If I can do a better and more thorough job, the reader will have
a more focused and condensed version for faster reading and easier
comprehension, and also an expanded version for a deeper understanding of Scriptural teachings. This version is written more for seasoned believers but can also benefit novices interested in growing their
knowledge of Scripture. As the reader, if you disagree with any of my
conclusions, take a dark highlighter and redact my words; they are not
that important. Then read and meditate on the Scriptural verses found
within; they ARE that important!
About the book.
This book relies on the premise that one believes in creation and
therefore a Creator. It is the author’s perspective about what the Holy
Scriptures teach in context, harmony, and witness about free will,
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death, heaven, hell, the lake of fire, our hope in Christ Jesus and God’s
majestic destiny for us.
The first purpose of this book is to test our current beliefs and
doctrines, particularly those irreconcilable contradictions with Scripture being taught today from the pulpits of many modern and popular
churches. I will refer to these churches as both “the modern church”
and “the carnal church.”
The second purpose of this book is to remind and encourage the
reader to search fervently and deeper for the revelation of spiritual
truth found within the Holy Scriptures; to become like the Bereans
who received the word with all readiness (willingness) of mind and
then searched (examined) the Scriptures proving these things are so.
For now, we only know in part and see through a glass darkly;
none of us have all the answers. Only God knows the hidden treasures
He is waiting to reveal to you.
… they [Bereans] received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
(Acts 17:11)
[9] For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. [10] But
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall
be done away. [12] For now we see through a glass, darkly … (1
Corinthians 13:9-10, 12)

Finding truth can be simple; accepting the simplicity of truth can
be hard.
We can become very upset when we realize what we’ve been
taught the Holy Scriptures say – is NOT what the Holy Scriptures say.
For the seasoned believer, this can often be even more disturbing. We
may be required to surrender years of our most cherished but false
doctrines in exchange for humble correction and precious truth. It’s
the sacrifice we all have to make in exchange for the exceedingly great
6

WHAT THE SCRIPTURES REALLY TEACH

joy and rewards that await us, when we are released from the bondage
of lies and live in the freedom of truth.
At one time or another in the past, I also have believed many of the
lies and false doctrines we will be exploring.
And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know. (1 Corinthians 8:2)
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free. (John 8:32)

We can’t have fellowship with God if we walk in darkness. We are
to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
[5] This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
[6] If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: (1 John 1:5-6)
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship him. (John 4:23)

Testing our beliefs.
This book can test our current beliefs with the written word of
Scripture and show us chinks in our spiritual armor; weak spots where
we are vulnerable to attack from the wiles of the devil, against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places.
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.
(Romans 13:12)
[11] Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. [12] For we wrestle not against
7

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Ephesians 6:11-12)

For one example, if I ask:
“How many animals of each kind, the male and female, did God
command Noah to take on the Ark?”

Did you say two? Congratulations! You are in agreement with over
99.9% of the world with your answer, and 100% in agreement with me
in times past. Let’s compare this popular belief with Scripture.
Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male
and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male
and his female. (Genesis 7:2)

In this example, we can see that we only have half the truth if our
answer was two. Scripture will interpret itself within other verses to
teach us what the clean and not clean beasts are, but the question for
the diligent searcher of the truth now becomes:
“If I have been wrong about Scripture for this popularly known
belief for most of my life, then how many other things in Scripture
can I be wrong about?”

What to expect? – “Just the facts, ma’am.”
This book is intended to be brief, to the point, and an easy to follow reference manual. I have intentionally kept text concise and simple as I saw possible, and have not listed all of the many supporting
Scriptural verses available. I purposely left out many verses because
they only tend to repeat what has already been included. This book is
not intended to be all-inclusive.
Scripture used throughout is most often taken from the KJV–King
James Version (See Appendix A) unless otherwise noted, NKJV–New
8
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King James Version, CVOT–Concordant Version Old Testament,
CLNT–Concordant Literal New Testament, TS98–The Scriptures
1998, NIV–New International Version, IS–Interlinear Scriptures. I
have bolded and/or underlined certain text throughout for emphasis.
I have deliberately chosen a vernacular, a translation, and terms
that I believe will relate to the largest audience. Meanings of terms
include but are not limited to:
• God also means Yahweh, Yahuah, Yahuwah, Elohim; our Living Creator;
• Jesus, Jesus Christ, Christ also means Yeshua, Yahusha, Messiah; the only begotten Son of our Creator and the anointed,
chosen one;
• Spirit, Holy Spirit, Holy Ghost, Ruach ha Kodesh means God’s
Holy Spirit;
• Lord means and embodies both God the Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ;
• Man, men, mankind, also means woman and women. I have
followed the custom of the King James Version that usually refers to people in the masculine gender;
• Believer means set-apart saint, one who has an everlasting covenant relationship with God the Father in our Lord Jesus Christ;
seasoned believer means one with a matured, same covenant
relationship;
• Carnal man also means natural, fleshy, mortal, soulish (sense),
rebellious man;
• Strong’s Concordance means Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
of the Bible;
• Words found within [brackets] in Scriptural verses have been
added by me and are not part of the verse text.
If you find any errors or want to discuss anything about this book, I welcome hearing from you. My email address is bledford7711@gmail.com.
9
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This book may be read online or downloaded for free at:
https://whathappenswhenwedie.org.
Or, ordered directly from Amazon at:
https://www.amazon.com/What-Happens-When-Die-Scriptures/
dp/1535369612
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ONE

What We Know for Sure,
That Just Ain’t So
Our first question and main focus.
When we die:
• Do only our bodies die, but our spirit and/or soul (thoughts differ) remain alive and conscious, but in another location; heaven
or hell? – Or –
• Does everything about us die, and we remain unconscious in a
state of death until a resurrection?
In the beginning, God warned Adam if he disobeyed he would die:
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
(Genesis 2:17)
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye
die. (Genesis 3:3)
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The serpent (enemy) told Eve they would not die:
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
(Genesis 3:4)

Reason tells us something is amiss, both of these cannot be true.
Our beliefs about death.
If we attend a funeral and listen closely to what the living say, we
quickly discover there are as many differing beliefs about what happens when we die as there are people at the funeral. Everyone seems
to have a different belief about death, even if that belief is simply not
having a clue.
Some of our most commonly held beliefs about death are:
• At the time of death, our bodies die, but our soul and/or spirit
remains alive and conscious but in a different location. We either ascend to glorious heaven or descend to fiery, tormenting
hell;
• We go to be with God in heaven. Some also believe the deceased can look down on us and influence, or even help direct
our lives;
• We go to a holding place called Purgatory;
• We go to some other place: Shambhala, Nirvana, Elysium, Valhalla, etc.;
• We reincarnate for another life;
• Death is the final and permanent end of everything for the deceased;
• And the long list continues.
“Purgatory: a state after death according to Roman Catholic
belief in which the souls of people who die are made pure through
suffering before going to heaven.”
“Reincarnation: the idea or belief that people are born again
with a different body after death.”
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Do we enter the spirit world and become angels or ghosts? Can
we be reincarnated and come back again for another life as a human,
animal or something else? Can the living communicate with the dead?
Can the dead haunt us or the places where they once lived?
None of these beliefs are Scripturally accurate.
Most people are usually surprised to learn that according to Scripture, none of these things happen when we die; that’s right, NONE!
They are all fables when compared with the clear light and true word
of God’s inspired Holy Scriptures.
[3] For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; [4] And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
(2 Timothy 4:3-4)

When we take God out of our knowledge, common sense, and
awareness of direction always go with it. Without God as our compass, our fate is to search aimlessly and invent fables for our answers
about life and death. We will see that Scripture will dispel every
myth to reveal:
• Man was formed from the dust of the earth and became a “living soul” with the breath of life from God;
• God has a purpose for evil in man’s salvation, to know good
and evil;
• God created evil;
• Fallen man is mortal;
• Fallen man does not have an immortal soul;
• Death is a painless, unconscious sleep with no awareness of
time;
• It is not possible to communicate with the dead;
13
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• The dead cannot haunt us or any other place;
• Jesus Christ died, was buried and raised to life again as the
“firstfruits” of the dead;
• Jesus Christ will return and resurrect those who belong to Him,
“at His coming;”
• Others will be resurrected later to stand before God for judgment; names not written in the book of life will have their part
in the lake of fire where God will burn away all evil and sinful
works of the flesh;
• God intends to restore the earth in righteousness;
• God has willed that He will save every man and woman He
has ever created;
• No verse in Scripture says we ascend to heaven or descend to
hell when we die;
• No verse in Scripture says we go to heaven – EVER;
• No verse in Scripture describes hell as a place of eternal, fiery
torment;
• And the long list continues.
By now have you started to wonder, if all of these things are so, then
how did we manage to get the train so far from the tracks? How did we
get “from there” (the teachings of Scripture) “to here” (the popular but
erroneous teachings of today)? Do you think those who taught us could
have been deceived and taught us the same lies taught to them?
Death can be fearful if we don’t understand God’s truth for us.
Man’s fear of death.
When we lack spiritual revelation and understanding, we have the
spirit of fear about death; God has not given us this spirit of fear.
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)
14
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And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. (Hebrews 2:15)
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear …
(Romans 8:15)

When traced to their ultimate conclusions, all our fears lead to
death. The carnal man is no less superstitious today than he has ever
been. Whether man realizes it or not, his fear of death captivates and
enslaves him more than any other event in his life. We have created
all sorts of fables to comfort us about death, but nowhere in Scripture
can we find where it’s acceptable to create or tell lies to find comfort.
Scripture is clear that death is the last enemy to be destroyed. Death
is an enemy, the most terrible of all tragedies that can have devastating, dreadful, and shattering consequences in our lives. Anyone who
has ever lost a loved one can witness to the hopeless and emptiness of
death. The truth can set us free from the bondage of these lies and the
captivity of our hearts and minds by the enemy, death.
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. (1 Corinthians
15:26)
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
(John 8:32)

Compelling evidence presented here will not change those who
still want to serve two masters, to remain willingly ignorant and defend lies as incontrovertible truth. But our individual beliefs, no matter how sincere or how strong the conviction, will never override what
God has spoken to us through the inspiration of His word. God’s word
will never change to line up with us; we have to change to line up with
God’s word. Truth doesn’t change; we only change what we know.
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other … (Matthew 6:24)
15
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[3] Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, [4] And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? … [5] For this they willingly are ignorant
… (2 Peter 3:3-5)

We trust a puzzle manufacturer to put all the pieces of a puzzle in the
box, yet how often do we trust God to put all the needed pieces in His word?
What we know for sure?
We can all probably agree that neither Mark Twain (1835-1910)
nor Will Rogers (1879-1935) wrote any of the words found in the Holy
Scriptures; both receive credit for this slightly paraphrased quote that
rightly fits our search for answers:
“It ain’t what you don’t know that gets you into trouble. It’s
what you know for sure, that just ain’t so.”

This book is your written invitation to walk with me, as we journey to explore the written word of Scripture, to discover about death
“… what we know for sure, that just ain’t so.”
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TWO

Basic Tools We Need for
Understanding Scripture

Scripture expressly warns us that we continue to live in a time of
great deception. We don’t have to be fearful of being deceived, but we
do have to realize that deceptions have infected everything we think
we know today, especially our understanding of Scripture. They can
have a detrimental effect on our lives and well-being. Scripture will
teach us how to test, recognize, and avoid deceptions.
Scripture warns us repeatedly about deceptions.
Scripture has devoted lots of space to alert us about false Christs,
false prophets, false apostles, another gospel, seducing spirits, deceitful workers, doctrines of devils, evil men, seducers, and Satan. Ignoring these warnings can lead to our peril so we are instructed to test
every spirit and doctrine by the word of Scripture.
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. (Matthew 24:24)
17
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[13] For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. [14] And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. (2 Corinthians
11:13-14)
[1] Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils; [2] Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having
their conscience seared with a hot iron; (1 Timothy 4:1-2)
But evil men and seducers [imposters] shall wax [increase]
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. (2 Timothy 3:13)
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try [test] the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world. (1 John 4:1)
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Revelation 12:9)

We must remember that “Satan deceives the whole world;” this
includes all of us. Therefore, we can expect almost all people – to be
wrong – about almost everything – almost all the time.
It’s not unlike the old proverb: If a camel is allowed to get its nose
under the tent, it will be impossible to prevent the rest of it from entering. If Satan can persuade us to follow after even one small lie, it
opens the door for us to believe more and bigger lies.
We have the promise that every hidden lie will be exposed.
All deceptions will be exposed.
Jesus promises that the truth will uncover all deceptions. Man seriously and very wrongly believes that all his evil secrets, lies, acts, and
deeds are going to stay hidden in the darkness. This belief is far from
what the Scriptures teach. We have the promise that all hidden deceptions will be revealed and man will reap the results of his actions.
18
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For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any
thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. (Luke 8:17)
[2] For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. [3] Therefore whatsoever ye have
spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have
spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.
(Luke 12:2-3) (See also: Matthew 10:26, Mark 4:22)
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. (Galatians 6:7)

Evil will not stay hidden in darkness but be brought to the light.
Scriptural truth concealed.
God has often concealed His truth in parables, proverbs, metaphors, etc. for His glory but it is the honor of kings to search it out.
Jesus has made us kings and priests so it’s our honor to search out
God’s truth.
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of
kings is to search out a matter. (Proverbs 25:2)
And [the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David] hast
made us unto our God kings and priests … (Revelation 5:10)

Scripture extends many invitations and promises that our answers
await us, but we are to search for wisdom and understanding as we
would for hidden treasures. We then shall find the knowledge of God.
The more openly, sincerely, earnestly, humbly, and reverently we seek
for the answers with all our heart, the more likely we are to find them.
[2] So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine
heart to understanding; [3] Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and
liftest up thy voice for understanding; [4] If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; [5] Then shalt thou
understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.
(Proverbs 2:2-5)
19
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[12] Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto
me, and I will hearken unto you. [13] And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. (Jeremiah
29:12-13)
Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest not. (Jeremiah 33:3)
[7] Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: [8] For every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8) (See also: Luke
11:9-10)
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally [bountifully], and upbraideth [defame] not; and it
shall be given him. (James 1:5)
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with
all thy getting get understanding. (Proverbs 4:7)
… The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much. (James 5:16)

Simple rules for studying Scripture.
We must follow some simple rules that include:
• Verses must be understood in light of their Scriptural context
and meaning, comparing and matching spiritual things with
spiritual;
• Verses must be in harmony or agreement with other verses on
the same subject. It is a grievous mistake to “cherry-pick” single
verses or parts of verses to establish doctrines, especially when
there are numerous contradicting verses on the same subject.
Whenever we encounter what appears to be a contradiction, it’s
our thinking and understanding that’s contradicted with Scrip-
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ture and not Scripture with itself. We have to change what we
think we know;
• There is always a second witness and sometimes more witnesses on the same spiritual subject. If we can’t find at least a
second witness, we need to be suspect and dig deeper;
• We need to read ALL the words, NOT ADD words that aren’t
there, OR IGNORE words that are. Don’t make mental jumps;
let Scripture interpret itself.
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing
[matching] spiritual things with spiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:13)
… no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
(2 Peter 1:20)
… in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established. (Matthew 18:16)
… In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be
established. (2 Corinthians 13:1)

Dangers of “infer” and “imply.”
There is always imminent danger of becoming deceived whenever
man “infers” or “implies” meaning from Scripture instead of relying upon the written word. It is true and easily proven that there are
translation and transliteration errors in all versions of modern Bibles,
but God can guide us through those errors with the light of His revelation. Whenever we hear someone say of Scripture that “it infers,” “it is
inferred,” “it implies” or “it is implied,” what typically comes next is
man’s carnal and usually mistaken interpretation of Scripture instead
of letting Scripture interpret itself. Scripture interprets itself from information found within other Scriptures.
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Dictionary
Infer. Deduce or conclude (information) from evidence and reasoning rather than from explicit statements.
Synonyms: deduce, conclude conjecture, surmise, reason, interpret.
Imply. Strongly suggest the truth or existence of (something not
expressly stated).
Synonyms: implicit, indirect, hinted, suggested, insinuated, deducible, inferred, understood.
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. (2 Peter
1:20, NIV)
for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21,
NKJV)

When the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, both Jesus and
the devil always referred to Scripture as “it is written” and never as “it
is inferred” nor “it is implied.” We also need to do likewise.
[4] But he answered and said, It is written … [6] … for it is
written ... [7] … It is written again … [10] … for it is written …
(Matthew 4:4, 6-7, 10)
And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,
(Acts 15:15)

Do we secretly despise God’s word?
Can we understand God’s plan if we despise His word?
The first question we must honestly ask ourselves if we want to understand God’s plan for humanity: “Do we despise His word?” Will we
despise those parts of Scripture that will contradict our current beliefs,
even if we have held those wrong beliefs sacred for many years? Can
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we be open to what we are now about to read? ARE WE TEACHABLE?
Scripture addresses those who will despise wisdom and instruction.
Dictionary
Despise. Feel contempt or deep repugnance for, detest, hate, loathe,
abhor, execrate, deplore, dislike.
Strong’s Concordance, Old Testament (Hebrew)
despise: H3988, maas: to spurn, abhor, cast away (off), disdain,
loathe, refuse, reject.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
despise: G1848, exoutheneo: contemptible, set at naught, ignore.
[15] And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor
my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that
ye break my covenant [16] I also will do this unto you … (Leviticus
26:15-16)
Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: (Job 5:17)
The fear [reverence] of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7)
Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of
thy words. (Proverbs 23:9)
Despise not prophesyings. (1 Thessalonians 5:20)

Our answer from Scripture seems clear; it is doubtful that we can
understand Scriptural truth if we despise God’s word for us.
“If your god never disagrees with you, you might just be worshipping
an idealized version of yourself.” –Tim Keller, Pastor-Theologian

God does not lie.
We read in the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible that God
cannot lie.
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In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began; (Titus 1:2)

The Concordant Literal New Testament (CLNT), the New International Version (NIV) and The Scriptures 1998 (TS98) may give a more
accurate translation with “… God, Who does not lie …” It’s not that
God can’t lie, but He doesn’t. GOD – DOES – NOT – LIE!
In expectation of life eonian, which God, Who does not lie,
promises before times eonian, (Titus 1:2, CLNT)
in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, (Titus 1:2, NIV)
in expectation of everlasting life which Elohim, who does not
lie, promised before times of old, (Titus 1:2, TS98)
God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man,
that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath
he spoken, and shall he not make it good? (Numbers 23:19)
And also the Strength of Israel [God] will not lie nor repent:
for he is not a man, that he should repent. (1 Samuel 15:29)

We will later see that the carnal church does not believe this paramount truth, but one MUST believe that God does not lie if we are to
believe the Scriptures are trustworthy.
God’s word does not lie.
Because God does not lie, the Scriptures are true and can’t be broken.
They are written through the inspiration of God; our bed-rock foundation
to understanding the Scriptures, for teaching others to understand the
Scriptures, and for providing answers in due season to those who will
contradict the Scriptures and themselves. This one simple truth can confound the wise and the mighty. The humble and simple can often understand the things of God that the proud and educated may not understand.
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[16] All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: [17] That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
… the scripture cannot be broken; (John 10:35)
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (John 17:17)
The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times. (Psalms 12:6)
… For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. (Psalms 119:89)
The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that
published it. (Psalms 68:11)
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2
Peter 1:21)
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty; (1 Corinthians 1:27)

We will see that humanity has fallen victim to the greatest spiritual hoaxes of all time, by trusting in the fallible reasoning and carnal
teachings of man instead of seeking and trusting in God’s Holy Spirit
(Spirit) to teach us ALL things. The carnal man can neither understand nor teach spiritual truths because they are foolishness to him;
only God’s Holy Spirit can. With God’s anointing, Scripture is clear
that we need no man to teach us.
[12] Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God. [13] Which things also we speak, not in the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. [14] But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
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unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:12-14)
… the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach you … (1 John 2:27)
… the Holy Spirit … He will teach you all things … (John
14:26, NKJV)
… when … the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth … (John 16:13)
For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye
ought to say. (Luke 12:12)
For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you. (Matthew 10:20)
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit … (1 Corinthians 2:10)
Thou gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them … (Nehemiah
9:20)

If we want to know Scriptural truth, we need to hear His Spirit.
Religion vs. relationship.
Salvation or becoming saved is never found within any church,
organized religion, sect, cult, etc. and never has been. Salvation comes
only through our personal, everlasting covenant relationship we have
and develop with God the Father in our Lord Jesus Christ. Because
God knows our hearts, we can never fake this with God.
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth [measures, weighs] the hearts. (Proverbs 21:2)

If we believe in Jesus Christ, we are in the church; but if we are
in Christ Jesus, we move from the physical, carnal church to God’s
spiritual church, the very Body of Christ.
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From Our Creation to Death

Why did God create us?
We can see that God created us:
• In His image and likeness, to have dominion over all the earth
(Genesis 1:26-27);
• To do of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13);
• Predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will (Ephesians 1:5);
• Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself
(Ephesians 1:9);
• To gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven and which are on the earth (Ephesians 1:10);
• To obtain an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of Him who works all things after the counsel of His
own will (Ephesians 1:11);
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• To fulfill the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of
faith with power (2 Thessalonians 1:11);
• That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified in us, and
us in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:12);
• To give us the kingdom (Luke 12:32);
• To call us unto His kingdom and glory (1 Thessalonians 2:12);
• To be children and heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; to
be glorified together (Romans 8:16-17);
• To crown us with honor and glory (Psalms 8:5);
• To have dominion over the works of His hands (Psalms 8:6);
• To put all things under our feet (Psalms 8:6);
• To be priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6);
• To be kings and priests and reign on the earth (Revelation 5:10);
• To judge the world (1 Corinthians 6:2);
• To judge the angels (1 Corinthians 6:3);
• And more! (1 Corinthians 2:9).
[26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. [27] So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them. (Genesis 1:26-27)
For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure. (Philippians 2:13)
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
(Ephesians 1:5)
[9] Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
[10] That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather
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together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth; even in him: [11] In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own
will: (Ephesians 1:9-11)
[11] Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would
count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure
of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: [12] That the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(2 Thessalonians 1:11-12)
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32)
That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto
his kingdom and glory. (1 Thessalonians 2:12)
[16] The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God: [17] And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together. (Romans 8:16-17)
[4] What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of
man, that thou visitest him? [5] For thou … hast crowned him with
glory and honour. [6] Thou madest him to have dominion over
the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
(Psalms 8:4-6)
… they shall be priests of God and of Christ … (Revelation
20:6)
And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:10)
[2] Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? … [3]
Know ye not that we shall judge angels? … (1 Corinthians 6:2-3)
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But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. (1 Corinthians 2:9)

God is still perfecting man in His image and likeness, and guiding
man’s maturity to prepare Him as sons for this highly esteemed position and authority. Creation is earnestly waiting too.
[19] For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of God. [22] For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. (Romans 8:19, 22)

Consider that since man’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden, he
has been living out every imaginable, mortal-human experience for
knowledge of both good and evil. If our minds can conceive it, man
has either done it or will do it, both the good and the evil. We are each
fulfilling the role that God has uniquely created for us to experience.
Our lives are a microcosm of the macrocosm. We experience the essence of both sides of the greater experience; love and hate, loyalty and
betrayal, joy and grief, forgiveness and revenge, etc.
And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of
us, to know good and evil … (Genesis 3:22)

All our experiences may bear witness that man without God can
never be. God reveals His way is the “only way.” With any human
experience left undone, God’s plan could be called into question by
anyone claiming that a “different way” apart from God “might somehow” have succeeded. But mortal man’s way, apart and absent from
God, no matter how lofty or benevolent the cause has always ended in
corruption and failure.
Let’s begin at the beginning with Adam.
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In the beginning, God formed Adam into a living soul and gave
him life.
When God formed man, man had almost everything he needed for
fully functioning as a man: a body by which he could move and have
sensation or conscious experience, thoughts (intellect, mind, reason,
etc.) and emotions (love, hatred, envy, etc.) for perceiving his experiences, and a will for creating and responding to experiences. Man had
almost everything he needed, EXCEPT LIFE.
Spirit.
Strong’s Concordance, Old Testament (Hebrew)
Spirit: H7307, ruach: breath, wind, life, expression, function, air.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Spirit: G4151, pneuma: a current of air, breath, breeze, life, vital
principle.

Other spirits are mentioned in Scripture but here we will be examining man’s spirit.
God gives man the breath of life in his nostrils (we need breath
to sustain our natural bodies), and He adds His Spirit (life, power,
consciousness, animation), according to His measure for fulfilling His
purpose in us. God moves in us and communicates with us through the
Spirit. Our human spirit is not our self or being but is the expression
or reflection of our life. The soul and NOT the spirit constitutes the
individual, and is the seat of the conscious personality.
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. (Genesis 2:7)
The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. (Job 33:4)
All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my
nostrils; (Job 27:3)
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It is the spirit that quickeneth [vitalize, make alive]; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life. (John 6:63)
Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed
any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
(Acts 17:25)
In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath
of all mankind. (Job 12:10)

When God gathers back His spirit and breath, man dies and returns to the dust.
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return. (Genesis 3:19)
[14] If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his
spirit and his breath; [15] All flesh shall perish together, and man
shall turn again unto dust. (Job 34:14-15)
Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay;
and wilt thou bring me into dust again? (Job 10:9)
Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their
breath, they die, and return to their dust. (Psalms 104:29)
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
[life] shall return unto God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)
And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth,
to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven;
and every thing that is in the earth shall die. (Genesis 6:17)
For as the body without the spirit is dead … (James 2:26)

Death is the creation of a living soul in reverse.
• Dust + Spirit = Life (living soul – man can function).
• Dust – Spirit = Death (dead soul – man cannot function).
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It’s interesting to note that fallen man in his pride and rebellion
against God lays claim that the Spirit (life) is his and belongs to him.
This claim could be because he believes the first recorded lie from
Scripture: “Ye shalt not surely die.” From this lie, man reasons he
will always be alive (immortal) but in some other location (heaven,
hell, etc.). Scripture teaches us that our body and our spirit are God’s.
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
(Genesis 3:4)
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. (1 Corinthians 6:20)

The living soul (man) is not immortal and never has been. Immortality comes for all believers when Christ returns and resurrects the
dead; not at the time of death as we will see.
Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more
pure than his maker? (Job 4:17)
For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. (2 Corinthians 4:11)

Only Jesus Christ, “the King of kings and Lord of lords,” has immortality. After He was crucified, died and buried, God raised Him to
life again. Jesus set the example for us and became the first one resurrected from the dead with immortality; and the “firstfruits” of them
that slept (died). A resurrection is required to experience life again
after death.
[14] That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: [15] Which in
his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords; [16] Who only hath immortality,
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:14-16)
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[20] But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept. [21] For since by man [Adam] came
death, by man [Jesus] came also the resurrection of the dead. (1
Corinthians 15:20-21)
[10] ... the breath came into them, and they lived ... [12] ... Behold, O my people, I will open your graves ... [14] And shall put my
spirit in you, and ye shall live ... (Ezekiel 37:10, 12, 14)

Body.
There are two bodies mentioned for believers. The first is a natural (mortal) body to which we have been born; sown in corruption,
meaning that it will eventually die, deteriorate, and return to dust. The
second body is an incorruptible, immortal, spiritual body, and what
believers take on when Christ returns to raise them to life again at the
resurrection.
[38] But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to
every seed his own body … [42] So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: [43] It
is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness;
it is raised in power: [44] It is sown a natural body; it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual
body. (1 Corinthians 15:38, 42-44)
[52] In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. [53] For this corruptible must
put on incorruption [indestructibility], and this mortal must put on
immortality [freedom from death]. (1 Corinthians 15:52-53)
[20] For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: [21] Who shall change
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all
things unto himself. (Philippians 3:20-21)
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Some mistakenly equate a spiritual body to an apparition or ghost.
Scripture shows the risen, resurrected Christ as not always appearing in His full glory when He manifested to His disciples in a closed
room. They became frightened because they thought they had seen a
ghost. Jesus comforted them with His invitation to touch and handle
Him, and see His flesh and bones. He also requested and ate food.
Believers are to conform to the image of the Son; our spiritual
bodies could have flesh and bones, and we might also eat food.
And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in
the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. (John 20:26)
[36] And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. [37] But they were
terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.
[38] And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do
thoughts arise in your hearts? [39] Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh
and bones, as ye see me have. [40] And when he had thus spoken,
he shewed them his hands and his feet. [41] And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here
any meat? [42] And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and
of an honeycomb. [43] And he took it, and did eat before them.
(Luke 24:36-43)
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

Soul.
Many believe and teach that God puts a separate, additional attribute into man’s body at the time of his creation called “the soul,” but
is this belief supported with clearly written Scripture?
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Strong’s Concordance, Old Testament (Hebrew)
Soul: H5315, nephesh: a living being, breathing creature, self, person, mind, own.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Soul: G5590, psuche: distinct identity, unique personhood, individual personality, self, mind.

A soul means a person, our self. It is who and what we are, our
unique identity. We also refer to man’s “being” as soul. At the time
of his death, man’s body, his self and everything else about him
(thoughts, emotions, will, experiences, knowledge, wisdom, etc.) will
perish and die. Our body and our soul are inseparably linked, meaning
we never see either one of them alive or dead without the other. How
can the body function without the self, or how can the self function
without the body?
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust
again. (Ecclesiastes 3:20)
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish. (Psalms 146:4)
Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing
that is done under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 9:6)

Man manifests his nature from his five natural senses (soul) until
God’s Holy Spirit manifests in him to bring forth God’s intended nature for him. Man cannot change himself; there will be changes, and
these changes can come only from God.
But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou
our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. (Isaiah 64:8)

The fabricated teaching that man has an “immortal soul” is popularly taught today by the Holy Roman Catholic Church in their Catechism, and by almost all Protestant and other churches. The Evan36
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gelical Alliance, an association of Protestant churches, confirmed their
belief in the immortality of the soul at their first general conference in
London, 1846. Some 800 delegates from 50 denominations in Europe
and America attended the 1846 founding convention.
“The Church teaches that every spiritual soul is created immediately by God – it is not “produced” by the parents – and also
that it is immortal: it does not perish when it separates from
the body at death, and it will be reunited with the body at the final Resurrection.” (Paragraph No. 366, Catechism of the Catholic
Church)
“the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the body, the
judgment of the world by Jesus Christ, with the eternal blessedness
of the righteous and the eternal punishment of the wicked;” (Point
No. 8, The Evangelical Alliance – Points of Belief, Report of the
First General Conference, 1846)

The belief that the soul separates from the body and continues
to live at the moment of death is not found anywhere in Scripture.
The origin seems to be from ancient Greek philosophy by Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle. Their philosophical reasoning is but one example
to show that the best of man’s intellect and thinking, without God and
revelation by His Spirit, will always be seriously flawed for coming to
the knowledge of the truth.
[7] Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth. [8] … so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. (2 Timothy 3:7-8)

Based on what we just learned from Scripture, the following verse
is a prayer to God that our life, our self and the things we do in our
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit [life] and soul [self] and body [mortal body] be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1
Thessalonians 5:23)
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Heart.
The seat where the faculties of man reside is described as “heart”
and includes the mind, emotions and will; from which come intellect,
reason, comprehension, imagination, memory, instinct, intuition, etc.
We see that man can bring forth both good and evil out of the treasure
of his heart, and he speaks from the abundance of his heart. Death
and life are in the power of the tongue; our words can be extremely
powerful for pronouncing both blessings and curses. Our heart can
also deceive us.
Strong’s Concordance, Old Testament (Hebrew)
Heart: H3820, leb: feelings, will, intellect, mind.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Heart, G2588, kardia: thoughts, feelings, mind (mind, emotions,
will), intention.
A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the
heart his mouth speaketh. (Luke 6:45)
[20] And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. [21] For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, [22] Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness: [23] All these evil things come from within, and
defile the man. (Mark 7:20-23)
For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he … (Proverbs 23:7)
Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that
love it shall eat the fruit thereof. (Proverbs 18:21)
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
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Regardless of what we believe about the spirit, body, soul, and
heart, our focus will be on Scripture to teach us what happens at death.
Let’s go back to Adam at the beginning.
God warned Adam about death.
In the beginning, God warned Adam very specifically about the
consequences of disobedience; he would “surely die.”
[16] And the LORD God commanded the man [Adam], saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: [17] But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis
2:16-17)
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die. (Genesis 3:3)

Adam’s disobedience brought sin and death into the world.
All have sinned.
Since Adam, death has passed upon all men because all have sinned.
Wherefore, as by one man [Adam] sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned: (Romans 5:12)
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23)

The living soul (person) who sins will die.
Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the
soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. (Ezekiel
18:4)
The soul that sinneth, it shall die … (Ezekiel 18:20)
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For the wages of sin is death … (Romans 6:23)

Sin brings unconscious death.
The dead know not anything!
If we want to believe that we remain conscious and go anywhere
at the time of death, we need to remember these verses to stay in harmony with other Scripture.
[5] For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know
not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory
of them is forgotten. [6] Also their love, and their hatred, and their
envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for
ever in any thing that is done under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6)
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish. (Psalms 146:4)
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
[breath of life] shall return unto God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)
The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into
silence. (Psalms 115:17)
So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more,
they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. (Job 14:12)
Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. (2 Timothy
2:18)
[9] As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that
goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. [10] He shall
return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any
more. (Job 7:9-10)

These verses also address our earlier questions: “Do we enter the
spirit world and become angels or ghosts? Can we be reincarnated
and come back again for another life as a human, animal or something
40

WHAT THE SCRIPTURES REALLY TEACH

else? Can the living communicate with the dead? Can the dead haunt
us or the places where they once lived?” Scripture clearly answers
every question, NO!
Everyone – who has ever died – is still dead – and will remain
dead – until a resurrection.
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The Resurrections of the Dead

Scripture proved the dead are unconscious without any thoughts,
feelings, and emotions. They have no further part in any conscious
experience done under the sun. Dead people (and not just their dead
bodies) return to the dust. They don’t go to heaven, hell, or any other
place at the time of death. Because the dead are unconscious, they neither know they are dead, nor is there any awareness of time passing for
them. Scripture supports that the dead close their eyes to unconscious
death, only to what might seem immediately to them, awaken to conscious resurrection (life), no matter how long they have been dead.
Scripture calls this state of the dead “sheol” (Hebrew–Old Testament) or “hades” (Greek–New Testament). Both of these words have
the same meaning: the place of the unseen, imperceptible, unconscious state of the dead.
We might compare this experience to removing the power source
(breath of life or spirit) from a light (man’s life). The light ceases to
exist until the power source (life) is restored (at the resurrection).
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Jesus demonstrated to us that there is no life again after death
without a resurrection.
The death and resurrection of Jesus; the “firstfruits.”
The Scriptures teach that Jesus would be killed, buried for three
days and nights and raised to life again with immortality. He now has
the keys of hell (hades, grave) and death. He became the “firstfruits”
of them that slept (the dead), and He opened the way for the resurrection of all who believe in Him. Scripture states there is an order to the
resurrection: 1) every man in his order: Christ the firstfruits; 2) afterward, they that are Christ’s at His coming.
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised
again the third day. (Matthew 16:21)
[3] For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; [4] And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures: (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40)
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell [hades] and of death.
(Revelation 1:18)
And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things
saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; (Revelation 2:8)
[20] But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the firstfruits of them that slept. [21] For since by man [Adam]
came death, by man [Jesus] came also the resurrection of the
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dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive. [23] But every man in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.
(1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

The first man, Adam, was made a living soul; the last Adam (Jesus)
was made a “quickening spirit” (raised to life again with immortality).
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam [Jesus] was made a quickening spirit.
(1 Corinthians 15:45)

What does His death mean for believers?
Jesus Christ abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel. The gospel (good news) proclaims our
great hope and promise of salvation. God has prepared a way for us to
achieve victory over the greatest enemy of all, death.
But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel: (2 Timothy 1:10)
To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory
and honour and immortality, eternal life: (Romans 2:7)
So when ... this mortal shall have put on immortality ... Death
is swallowed up in victory. (1 Corinthians 15:54)

When will this happen?
All in the graves shall hear His voice.
Notice in the following verse that ALL in the “graves” shall hear
His voice. They will hear His voice “from the grave” and not from
heaven or hell. What is also NOT said in this verse is that the “just”
and the “unjust” will hear His voice at the same time.
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[28] Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, [29] And shall
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation [judgment]. (John 5:28-29)
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. (Daniel 12:2)
… there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust. (Acts 24:15)

The resurrection of the “just” (righteous).
Scripture specifically names the event of Christ’s return for the
resurrection of believers (the “just”) as the “first resurrection,” and not
a rapture (more on this later). Because mortal man cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, believers put on incorruption (indestructibility) and
immortality (freedom from death). Scripture calls them “blessed and
holy,” “priests of God and Christ,” and they shall ever be with Him.
They reign with Him, NOT in heaven, but “on the earth” for a thousand years. Repeat: They don’t go to heaven to reign, but reign with
Him on the earth.
… flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God … (1
Corinthians 15:50)
[5] … This is the first resurrection. [6] Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years. (Revelation 20:5-6)
And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:10)
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Scripture refers to this event as:
• At His coming (1 Corinthians 15:23, 1 Thessalonians 2:19,
1 John 2:28);
• At His appearing and His kingdom (2 Thessalonians 4:1, 8);
• The coming of the Lord (James 5:8);
• The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:16);
• When He shall appear (1 John 2:28, 1 John 3:2);
• At the last day (John 6:39-40);
• The end (Matthew 10:22);
• At the end of the days (Daniel 12:13).
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming. (1 Corinthians 15:23)
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? (1
Thessalonians 2:19)
[1] I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom; [8] Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing. (2 Thessalonians 4:1, 8)
Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh. (James 5:8)
For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (2 Peter 1:16)
And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at
his coming. (1 John 2:28)
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Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2)
[39] And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day. [40] And this is the will of him that sent
me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. (John
6:39-40)
And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that
endureth to the end shall be saved. (Matthew 10:22)
But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand
in thy lot at the end of the days. (Daniel 12:13)

Jesus Christ appears and comes as:
• Faithful and True (Revelation 19:11);
• The Word of God (Revelation 19:13);
• King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16, 1 Timothy
6:15);
• Our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 6:14);
• The blessed and only Potentate (1 Timothy 6:15);
• The Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4);
• The Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:15-16).
[11] And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. [13] And he was clothed
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word
of God. [16] And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. (Revelation
19:11, 13, 16)
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[14] That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: [15] Which in
his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords; (1 Timothy 6:14-15)
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away. (1 Peter 5:4)
[15] For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the
Lord … [16] For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
(1 Thessalonians 4:15-16)
And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at
his coming. (1 John 2:28)

His “appearing” and “coming” are the same event and established
by witnesses:
[16] For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump [trumpet] of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: [17] Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)
[50] Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. [51] Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, [52] In a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. [53] For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. [54] So when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
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ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory. (1 Corinthians 15:50-54)
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? (1
Thessalonians 2:19)
[20] … we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: [21] Who
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body … (Philippians 3:20-21)

We saw that the trumpet sounds at the same time:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven;
A shout, with the voice of the archangel;
When the dead in Christ rise to meet the Lord;
When those alive are caught up together to meet the Lord;
When we shall ever be with the Lord;
When we are changed to put on incorruption and immortality;
When Jesus Christ changes our vile body to be like His
glorious body.

Often, these verses are taken out of context to suggest the resurrection will occur at the same time for all, but this wouldn’t harmonize
with other Scripture. Jesus will judge the quick (alive) and the dead (in
Christ) at His appearing and kingdom when He returns for the resurrection. We will soon also see what happens to those who were not
included in the first resurrection.
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick [alive] and the dead at his appearing and
his kingdom; (2 Timothy 4:1)
[10] For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. [17]
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(2 Corinthians 5:10, 17)

Jesus promised that He would raise to life all that had been given
to Him at the “last day.”
[39] And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day. [40] And this is the will of him that sent
me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. (John
6:39-40)
[23] Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24]
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. [25] Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: [26] And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this? (John 11:23-26)

We read from Scripture the destiny that awaits those who have a
part in the first resurrection.
• They will receive a crown of glory that never fades away (1
Peter 5:4);
• They shall ever be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:17);
• They shall be priests of God and Christ (Revelation 5:10);
• They shall be kings and priests unto God (Revelation 1:6);
• They shall reign with Him a thousand years Revelation 20:6);
• They shall reign on the earth (Revelation 5:10).
We just saw that the resurrection of the “just” is the next, single
most important event ever for believers who have put their faith and
trust in the promises of God and Christ.
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The resurrection of the “unjust” (unrighteous).
A thousand years after the first resurrection, the sea and death and
hell (hades) deliver up their dead (the “unjust”) to stand before a great
white throne where God will judge them according to their works.
Those whose names aren’t found written in the book of life will be
cast into the lake of fire.
[7] And when the thousand years are expired … [11] … I saw
a great white throne … [12] And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, according to
their works. [13] And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell [hades] delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according to their works. [15] And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:7, 11-13, 15)

Later, we will examine the lake of fire in more depth.
Note to ponder about the 1,000 year reign.
We saw earlier that it’s the glory of God to conceal a thing and
our honor to search out a matter (Proverbs 25:2). We want to consider:
Is the thousand-year reign a literal thousand years, or could it be for
a thousand days? We find examples in Scripture where one day can
be as a thousand years, and a thousand years can be as one day; also
where days can represent years.
Jesus also proclaimed that He would “come quickly.”
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. (2 Peter 3:8)
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is
past, and as a watch in the night. (Psalms 90:4)
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After the number of the days in which ye searched the land,
even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.
(Numbers 14:34)
And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right
side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty
days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. (Ezekiel 4:6)
Behold, I come quickly … (Revelation 3:11)
And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be. (Revelation 22:12)
He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly …
(Revelation 22:20)

The thousand-year reign could certainly be for a literal thousand
years, but if for days, the time from the resurrection of the “just” until
the resurrection of the “unjust” would be somewhere in the neighborhood of 2.7777777777777 years (that’s 13 sevens), using a 360 day
year. Seven is often described as the number of completeness and perfection and derives much of its meaning to God’s creation of all things.
The world stage appears set and ready today for the Gog and Magog battle. We are tempted to “rabbit trail” down this path to explore
deceptions taught about Gog and Magog, but we are going to stay on
point and focused on the subject at hand.
[7] And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be
loosed out of his prison, [8] And shall go out to deceive the nations
which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand
of the sea. [9] And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and
fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. [10]
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be
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tormented day and night for ever [aion] and ever [aion]. (Revelation 20:7-10)

Let’s now compare Scriptural teachings to modern church teachings.
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The “Carnal (Modern) Church”

The “carnal church” (aka Churchianity, aka Christendom, etc.) is
defined here as the people within any “church” (religious system, organization, body, etc.), who believe, follow, support, and teach doctrines NOT found in Scripture. They have developed and advanced
their doctrines based on man’s carnal and fallible reasoning, deceptions and preconceived notions, instead of relying upon the written
word of Scripture and revelation by God’s Holy Spirit.
The carnal church decides what its beliefs and teachings will be,
often with a document called “doctrines of faith,” or similar. Members
and devotees of the church agree and are expected to adhere to these
beliefs and teachings whole-heartedly or leave the church altogether
(either voluntarily or involuntarily); “It’s our way or the highway!” By
default, the church opposes any new revelation of truth from God that
doesn’t fit its established beliefs.
The carnal church uses the Bible, quotes Scripture, observes certain
customs, and believes its teachings are faithful in following the word of
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God. They are very sincere about what they teach and their motive isn’t
necessarily evil. It simply means that most are teaching from doctrines
passed down to them from generations past. What the church follows
and believes is the “old and true path” is actually corrupted doctrine
that has been slowly introduced into the church over the last centuries.
Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with
you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for
he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. (John
12:35)
Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. (Luke 11:35)

The effect today is the carnal church now calls Scriptural truth
“heresy” because it doesn’t align with their carnal teachings and false
beliefs. Because we have grown up in such an environment, we seldom
think to question the basic tenets taught to us. It becomes evil when
we become so stubbornly entrenched in these false doctrines that our
pride and arrogance keep us from the light of the truth. Scripture calls
this a “haughty (arrogant) spirit.”
“Fanatic” is a term frequently used to describe someone who presents new or hidden information that is contrary to the norm. However,
dictionaries define a fanatic as someone who will refuse to receive,
examine, or accept any new information that goes against their current, established beliefs. By this definition, the carnal church can be
“fanatical” about their beliefs and doctrines.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it. (Matthew 7:14)
Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty [arrogant]
spirit before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18)

We will see that the carnal church is the Church in Laodicea described in Revelation 3:14-22 that believes it is rich and needs nothing,
but doesn’t know it is wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.
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[14] And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans … [17]
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (Revelation 3:14, 17)

We are also instructed to “come out of her,” Babylon the great, so
we don’t partake of her sins and receive her plagues. We give up our
false doctrines and worship the Father in Spirit and truth based on
Scripture. It will be up to the reader to inquire of God and follow their
conscience about what this means to them.
[5] This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
[6] If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: (1 John 1:5-6)
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship him. (John 4:23)
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. (1 John 1:3)
And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues. (Revelation 18:4)
“I freed a thousand slaves. I could have freed a thousand more
if only they knew they were slaves.”
– Harriet Tubman, Civil War Slavery Abolitionist

Today, we sometimes hear of a “New Exodus.” The first Exodus
was a physical departure from the bondage in Egypt. A new Exodus
might very well be the spiritual departure from the bondage of lies to
the true word of Scripture.
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Non-Scriptural teachings of the carnal church.
The carnal church teaches that eternity begins at the time of death,
with the deceased either going directly to heaven or hell when he dies.
Based on this non-Scriptural teaching, man’s carnal mind has compounded the error even further by reasoning that:
• If one chooses to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and live
a righteous (right-doing) life, they will go directly to heaven
when they die;
• If one chooses to reject Jesus Christ as their Savior and live an
unrighteous life, they will go directly to hell when they die to
burn in eternal fire and torment;
• One must “choose” Jesus Christ BEFORE he dies or be lost
forever in hell;
• The church has a mandate to save as many souls as they can
before the people die in their sins and become hopelessly lost
forever; instead of the mission that Jesus gave us, to go into all
the world and preach the gospel (good news).
And he [Jesus] said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 16:15)
… assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to
preach the gospel unto them. (Acts 16:10)

Looking back to the time of Jesus, His words tell us that it WAS
GIVEN to His disciples to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to others, it was NOT GIVEN at that time, lest they would
understand and be CONVERTED (saved). Therefore, Jesus spoke to
multitudes, crowds, and other non-disciples in “parables.” Parables
aren’t to be taken as literal Scriptural truth but instead are fictitious
narratives that convey moral messages.
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Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Parable: G3850, parabole: a similitude, fictitious narrative conveying a moral, comparison.
And when much people were gathered together, and were
come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: (Luke 8:4)
[33] And with many such parables spake he the word unto
them, as they were able to hear it. [34] But without a parable
spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded
all things to his disciples. (Mark 4:33-34)
[34] All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: [35] That it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will
open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been
kept secret from the foundation of the world. (Matthew 13:34-35)

God’s plan includes fulfilling prophecy and He will save no one
before He has purposed it. His plan has an order to it; “every man in
his own order.”
[22] For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. [23] But every man in his own order … (1 Corinthians 15:22-23)
[10] And when he [Jesus] was alone, they that were about him
with the twelve asked of him the parable. [11] And he said unto them,
Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God:
but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing
they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. (Mark 4:10-12)
[11] He [Jesus] answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but
to them it is not given. [13] Therefore speak I to them in parables:
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither
do they understand. [14] And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of
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Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: [15] For this
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
[16] But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they
hear. (Matthew 13:11, 13-16) (See also: Isaiah 6:9-10, Acts 28:25-27)

The carnal church also teaches the non-Scriptural: “God doesn’t
send anyone to hell; man ‘chooses’ to go to hell.”
There are numerous variations to these false doctrinal teachings
about death and hell, including annihilation (permanent death) for the
non-believers who “reject” Jesus Christ. We will see that these teachings can neither be found nor defended in the Scriptures.
• Can a single Scriptural verse be found affirming that man is
immortal or has an immortal soul? NO! Does the carnal church
teach that man has an immortal soul? YES, absolutely!
• Is there Scripture declaring that when a man dies, he is still
alive but in a different location? NO! Does the carnal church
teach that when a man dies, he is still alive but in a different
location (heaven or hell)? YES, of course!
• Is there Scripture that teaches God takes believers home to
heaven when they die? NO! Does the carnal church teach that
God takes believers home to heaven to be with Him when they
die? YES, undoubtedly!
• Is there Scripture describing hell as a place of eternal, fiery
torment and agony for the unbeliever who has died in his sins?
NO! Does the carnal church teach this doctrine as incontrovertible truth? YES, certainly!
• Are fundamental doctrines of the carnal church based on Scripture? What are you now beginning to think?
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At what point do we realize that doctrines not based on Scripture
are perversions, false doctrines, and “another gospel?” The Apostle
Paul cautioned us to be aware of these false teachings.
[6] I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: [7] Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. [8] But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. [9] As we said before, so say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. (Galatians 1:6-9)

We easily tolerate and put up with false gospels:
For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the
Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit
you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you
put up with it easily enough. (2 Corinthians 11:4, NIV)
[3] But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. [4] For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which
ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him [to hold oneself
up against]. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

The words, “ye might well bear with him” in 2 Corinthians 11:4
above were expounded by John Gill (1697-1771) in his “Exposition of
the Entire Bible:”
“ye might well bear with him”
“receive his doctrine, submit to his authority, and prefer him to the
apostles: but since another and a better Saviour than Jesus of Nazareth could not be proposed, or the doctrine of salvation by him be
preached in another and better manner than it was; nor had they
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received, nor could they receive, another and a better spirit, than the
spirit of grace and truth, which was communicated to them, through
the apostle’s ministry; nor was a better and a more excellent Gospel preached to them, than what they had heard; therefore they
ought not to connive at [to give one’s silent approval to], indulge
and tolerate, such a false apostle among them, which it seems
they did; and was the reason of the apostle’s fears and jealousies, before expressed …”

As we study deeper, it surprises most of us to discover there are
very few doctrines based on Scripture being taught today in the carnal
church. But, it’s not unlike the days of the Prophet Jeremiah, when the
people loved to have these false doctrines of men.
The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by
their means; and my people love to have it so … (Jeremiah 5:31)
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall
find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.
(Jeremiah 6:16)

We become hopelessly lost in a maze of theological confusion that
has no end when we refuse to believe ALL the Scriptures.
How does carnal understanding compare with spiritual revelation
of Scripture?
Our carnal understanding of Scripture.
The word “carnal” in Scripture refers to our fleshy, natural, human
nature, and human reasoning. Our carnal minds are enmity (hatred,
hostility, opposition) against God when we follow our fallible reasoning and understanding instead of being led by God’s Holy Spirit. The
carnal man cannot receive spiritually discerned truths from God; they
are foolishness to him. Because of this, Scripture can frequently mean
something other than our senses first perceive, and our mind believes.
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Those who are led by the Spirit of God are called “the sons (children) of God.”
[7] Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. [8] So
then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. [14] For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
(Romans 8:7-8, 14)
But the natural [carnal] man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
(1 Corinthians 2:14)

A witness of carnal understanding.
One such witness of carnal understanding can be found with Jesus asking the disciples and then Simon Peter about who He is. When
Simon Peter, the only disciple to declare that Jesus was THE Christ,
the Son of the Living God, Jesus told him that he didn’t learn this from
other men, but it was revealed to him by His Father in heaven. We
want to pay particularly close attention to the words that Simon Peter
didn’t learn this truth from other men, but it was “revealed” to him by
the Father. Jesus then told Simon Peter that he would build his church
upon this rock.
[16] And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: [son of Jonas (or Jonah)]
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. [18] And I say also unto thee, That thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church … (Matthew
16:16-18)

The carnal church teaches the deception that Peter (Greek Petros:
little, movable stone) the man, is the “rock” (Greek Petra: unmovable
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stone/rock) upon whom Christ will build His church. But is this really
what Christ is saying to Peter? Four verses later, we find Him rebuking Peter as speaking for Satan; our first clue that Christ’s church will
not be built upon Peter or any other fallible man or woman, but instead
upon Jesus Christ (Messiah).
[22] Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying,
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. [23] But he
turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art
an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God,
but those that be of men. (Matthew 16:22-23)

We can see that it was NOT Peter, the fallible man, who was “the
rock” upon whom Christ would build His church, but it was Peter’s
faith and testimony that Jesus IS THE Christ, the Son of the Living
God;” the long prophesized Messiah and Savior for everyone. JESUS
IS THE ROCK, the chief cornerstone, and the apostles and prophets
are the foundation upon which this spiritual, holy temple of God will
be built and grown. In the natural, the temple of God was a building,
but in the spiritual, believers are the temple of God.
[19] Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; [20]
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; [21] In whom all
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: [22] In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation
of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22)
[11] For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. [16] Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God … the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (1 Corinthians 3:11, 16)

The Holy Roman Catholic Church teaches that the Apostle Peter
of Scripture was the first pope and there have been an unbroken succession of popes since him. They use this to make their claim that
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they have authority to rule over everyone and everything on the earth.
The Apostle Peter of Scripture is NOT the Apostle Peter of the Holy
Roman Catholic Church (aka Roman Christianity) (See Appendix B).
Without them realizing it, most Protestant and other organized
churches follow these same false non-Scriptural dictates and doctrines
as the self-proclaimed “mother church.”
Do believers in Christ never die?
John 11:26 is a verse often taken out of context to support the false
belief that man doesn’t die at the time of death. The context is Jesus
telling Martha that her brother Lazarus is going to rise (live again).
Martha knows that Jesus will resurrect Lazarus at the last day (the
first resurrection) when Christ returns. Jesus tells her that those who
believe in Him, even though they will die, will live again and then
never die again (become immortal). It does not mean that Christ’s believers aren’t going to die a natural (physical) death. Faithful believers
in Christ die every day. It means they will forever live without death,
AFTER the resurrection.
[23] Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24]
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. [25] Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: [26] And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this? [27] She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I
believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come
into the world. (John 11:23-27)

We read earlier that everyone has sinned, the wages of sin is death,
and by man came death. Then we read a verse stating that those who
believe in Christ “shall never die.” Our carnal minds can then mistakenly reason that we don’t die at the time of death so we must be alive
in some other place.
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The words “aion” and “aionois.”
Our focus is not to do an in-depth study of these two words, but
to alert the serious student of Scripture to their often confusing uses;
with encouragement to seek understanding and search deeper whenever they encounter these two words.
Both Greek words, “aion” (English: eon) and “aionios” (English:
eonian) as used in Scripture depend on the context. They are often
confusingly translated with two opposite meanings.
• A period of time that never ends, meaning forever, everlasting
or eternal;
• A period of time that begins and ends, meaning for the age (or
ages).
When “aion” is used where the context can only mean for a time
with a beginning and ending, an age or ages, it cannot mean forever,
everlasting or eternal. God has a purpose for age and ages in His plan
for us.
We find one such example with the words of Jesus in Matthew
25:46 about the different fates for believers and non-believers. The
word “eternal” is used incorrectly in the King James Version in place
of “aionios,” and doesn’t harmonize with other Scripture. It is found
used correctly as “aionios” in the Concordant Literal New Testament
and the Interlinear Scriptures.
And these shall go away into everlasting [aionios] punishment:
but the righteous into life eternal [aionios]. (Matthew 25:46, KJV)
And these shall be coming away into chastening [discipline,
correction] eonian, yet the just into life eonian. (Matthew 25:46,
CLNT & IS)

Carnal church theologians use this verse to make a logical argument that since the same Greek word “aionios” is used for both the
words “everlasting” (for punishment) and “eternal” (for life), they both
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would have to mean forever and ever without end. They reason that
since believers in Christ have a promise of “life eternal,” then those
who are not in Christ will have “punishment eternal.” On the surface,
this does make some carnally-logical sense, but they base it on false
assumptions that promote a non-Scriptural doctrine of Hell (more on
this later).
Believers will have eternal life, but it doesn’t come from “life aionios.” “Life aionios” might be described as life with holy inspiration,
repentance and remission of sins. Immortality (freedom from death)
and incorruption (indestructibility) happens for believers at the “first
resurrection” when both the dead and alive in Christ are changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.
[52] In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye ... we shall be
changed. [53] ... this mortal must put on immortality. [54] So when
this mortal shall have put on immortality ... Death is swallowed up
in victory. (1 Corinthians 15:52-54)

Because of the often mistranslation of these two words, we end up
with other non-Scriptural false teachings that deny the true Gospel of
Jesus Christ as the Savior of the whole world.
The following verses now read to harmonize with other Scripture,
with “aionios” meaning an age (or ages):
• Not everlasting punishment, but aionios (age) punishment
(Matthew 25:46);
• Not eternal judgment, but aionios (age) judgment (Hebrews 6:2);
• Not eternal damnation, but aionios (age) damnation (Mark 3:29);
• Not everlasting fire, but aionios (age) fire (Matthew 25:41);
• Not everlasting destruction, but aionios (age) destruction (2
Thessalonians 1:9).
Our understanding of God’s plan for humanity must now change.
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SIX

Do We Have Free Will to
Choose or Reject Jesus Christ?

Perhaps the last vestige and stronghold of pride that rebellious
man must surrender is his belief that he has a free will and power
to choose or reject Jesus Christ and God. Nowhere in the whole of
Scriptures can one find God giving a free will to men. Man has a will,
and he makes choices, but he is unaware that it is God working in his
life to make those choices.
The first recorded lie happened in the Garden of Eden when the
serpent (enemy) contradicted God and told Eve that she would “not
surely die” if she ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
This lie was a promise of immortality to mortal man. The carnal man
is still under the curse of this lie today; he believes in his heart that he
is immortal. Therefore, he believes that he won’t really die but will
continue to be alive in some other place after his body dies. Pagan
religions also teach this false doctrine of an immortal soul and it found
its way into the carnal church teachings.
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But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
(Genesis 2:17)
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
(Genesis 3:4)

The second recorded lie quickly followed with the promise to Eve
that she could be “as gods, knowing good and evil.” The carnal man
is also under the curse of this lie today; he believes in his heart that
he has sovereign free will like God to determine his destiny. Scripture
teaches that man makes choices, but they entrap him by his lust (desire), which leads to sin and death.
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
(Genesis 3:5)
[13] Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: [14]
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and enticed. [15] Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. (James 1:13-15)

No man has freedom of will to choose contrary to what God
already knows will be, and calls those things which are not, as though
they were. Only God knows what the future has in store because He
has willed it and purposed it.
… God, who quickeneth [make alive, give life] the dead, and
calleth those things which be not as though they were. (Romans
4:17)

God is working in each of us to do His will and good pleasure
(satisfaction, delight, purpose). He decides and does what pleases
Him. It is God who brings about what we will do and what we will
not do. God proclaims that He works everything according to His will,
pleasure, and purpose.
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For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure. (Philippians 2:13)
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
(Ephesians 1:9)
… Who worketh [operates] all things after the counsel of his
own will: (Ephesians 1:11)
Declaring the end from the beginning … My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure: (Isaiah 46:10)
A man’s heart deviseth [plans] his way: but the LORD directeth
his steps. (Proverbs 16:9)
The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the
LORD. (Proverbs 16:33, NKJV)
Man’s goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand his own way? (Proverbs 20:24)
[30] There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed
against the LORD. [31] The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the LORD. (Proverbs 21:30-31, NIV)
O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not
in man that walketh to direct his steps. (Jeremiah 10:23)
And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed [regarded] as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? (Daniel 4:35)
The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of
water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. (Proverbs 21:1)

God knows EXACTLY when and what circumstances to bring
into our lives so that we will bow a knee, confess, repent, and let Him
save us. We can see there is a timing to His plan because there is an
order for man. Order and timing indicate a plan.
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[22] For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. [23] But every man in his own order … (1 Corinthians 15:22-23)

We will have the experience and knowledge of both good and evil
based on His timing. Evil has a purpose in God’s plan for universal
salvation, but the evil is not forever. It’s only for a season to fulfill His
word, purpose, and plan. If we are to believe Scripture that man is to
know good and evil, then someone has to do the evil; even the most
horrifyingly wicked evil. This means us.
And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of
us, to know good and evil … (Genesis 3:22)
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven: (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Do we honestly believe that we possess a power of will stronger
than Jesus Christ and God Almighty; that God can save some of us,
but He can’t save all of us? Those who teach that we have free will
to choose or reject Christ will have us think so, but Scripture doesn’t
support this teaching. We don’t decide or choose when we will accept
Jesus Christ– God does! You and I aren’t that powerful.
If man shared even an iota in any way, shape or form with his
salvation, then it would no longer be a gift of God but a co-work of
God and man. God shares His glory and praise with no one.
No man can come to me [Jesus], except the Father which hath
sent me draw [drag] him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
(John 6:44)
[12] But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: [13]
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God. (John 1:12-13)
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:24)
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[8] For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: [9] Not of works, lest any man
should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give
to another, Nor My praise … (Isaiah 42:8)

Not only can we not deliver ourselves from sin, but we also can’t
even truly repent of our sins by our own will; this requires a miracle
from God. The Scriptures plainly show and state in many places that
the natural mind of man cannot love and obey God, yet some teach
that unless man, “of his own free will,” loves and obeys God, God will
torture him for all of eternity.
The carnal church scenario:
God creates man. God desires that man will love and obey
Him. Man fails to love and obey God. God tortures man for
all eternity.
And carnal believers don’t see a problem for man caught between
this rock and a hard place. Scripture states that it is God who has subjected His vessels (man) to the bondage of corruption (decay, ruin) so
He can show his great power and glory by delivering man.
[20] For the creature [man] was made subject to vanity, not
willingly, but by reason of him [God] who hath subjected the same
in hope, [21] Because the creature [man] itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God. (Romans 8:20-21)
[21] Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump
to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?
[22] What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: [23] And that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared
unto glory, (Romans 9:21-23)
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Our carnal self-righteousness causes us to think it’s impossible
with God to teach righteousness (right-doing) to wicked and evil people; but if God is responsible for creating vessels of honor and vessels
of dishonor (disgrace), how can vessels of dishonor be held accountable since it is impossible to resist God’s will?
[26] And they were astonished out of measure, saying among
themselves, Who then can be saved? [27] And Jesus looking upon
them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with
God all things are possible. (Mark 10:26-27)
For with God nothing shall be impossible. (Luke 1:37)

God always does according to His will and purpose as witnessed
by multitudes of Scriptures. He has made everything fitting in its
season but has concealed and put obscurity in men’s hearts so they
can’t understand the work He does from the beginning to the end. We
don’t understand the work that God is doing in our hearts; we think
and believe that it has been our free will choice but all along it has
been God directing our lives.
He has made everything fitting in its season; However, He has
put obscurity in their heart so that the man may not find out His
work, that which the One, Elohim, does from the beginning to the
terminus. (Ecclesiastes 3:11, CVOT)
He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath
set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work
that God maketh from the beginning to the end. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
[5] I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God
beside me: I girded [forearm, prepare] thee, though thou hast not
known me: [6] That they may know from the rising of the sun, and
from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and
there is none else. [7] I form the light, and create darkness: I make
peace [good], and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.
(Isaiah 45:5-7)
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[13] Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get
gain: [14] Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away. [15] For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall live, and do this, or that. (James 4:13-15)

Everything in all of creation, including all of us, can only live and
move in Him and not on our own:
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things …
(Romans 11:36)
And all things are of God … (2 Corinthians 5:18)
For in him we live, and move, and have our being [we exist] …
(Acts 17:28)
[16] For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: [17] And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist [hold together]. (Colossians 1:16-17)

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and caused King Nebuchadnezzar
to eat grass like oxen. It’s unlikely they chose this for themselves from
a free will. Did God force them or did He set the stage for these events
to unfold?
And he hardened Pharaoh’s heart, that he hearkened not unto
them; as the LORD had said. (Exodus 7:13)
The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar:
and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like
eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. (Daniel 4:33)

Concerning choices and what we like to call our “free will” to
make them, consider that God is directing everything throughout His
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creation. The only choice we can make, based on our experience at
the time, is the choice we ultimately choose. We can desire to go back
and re-experience our choice again without our mistakes, but it’s the
mistakes that brought us to where we are in our growth and maturity.
There are no “do-overs.” We can’t step into the same river twice; stepin, step-out, step-back-in again, and the river has changed.
God is in control of His creation and everything He does is working
according to His purpose. Nothing in the history of the universe has
ever prevented or defeated God’s will, purpose, plan, or intention;
certainly not the will of any man. Of all man’s sacred cows, free will
could be the most sacred of all and the most difficult doctrine for man
to give up. The Scriptures speak nothing about a free will for man, but
many continue to defend it as incontrovertible truth.
What does Scripture say about choices of going to heaven or hell?
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SEVEN

Does God Have Another
Destiny for Humanity?

What if God has another destiny awaiting us, one not fear-based
with superstition but love-based and more majestic than anything we
have imagined or invented?
Does Scripture say the righteous go to heaven?
The short answer is no, not really. In the King James Version
(KJV), the word “heaven” appears 583 times in 551 verses, the word
“heavens” another 133 times in 127 verses. In all these verses, what
is strangely missing is a single, definitive verse that says we’ll go to
heaven – EVER! We do find, however, that God has placed us to live
on the earth and not in heaven.
The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’S: but the earth
hath he given to the children of men. (Psalms 115:16)
And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:10)
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Both Jesus and the Apostle Paul had numerous opportunities to
convey that we go to heaven, but they never did, not even once. Are
we to believe they somehow overlooked this important information
for us? The carnal church uses the following popular verses to support
that we are going to heaven when we die, but these verses don’t
mention heaven at all. Would it have been easy for Jesus to have added
the phrase “in heaven” [bracketed, bold, italicized, underlined] in just
one of these places if He was speaking about heaven?
[2] In my Father’s house [in heaven] are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you
[in heaven]. [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you [in heaven],
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am [in
heaven], there [in heaven] ye may be also. (John 14:2-3)
And no man hath ascended up to heaven … (John 3:13)

Instead of Jesus saying that He is going to prepare a place for us in
heaven, could He be saying that He is going to heaven (presumably)
to prepare a place (elsewhere) for us?
Notice above in the words of John 14:3, Jesus said: “… that where
I am, there ye may be also.” We find a second witness of His words
in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 when He descends from heaven for the first
resurrection with: “… and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
[16] For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven ... and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: [17] Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together ... with them ... to meet the Lord
... and so shall we ever be with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

We also see in the previous verses of John 14:2-3, Jesus said: [2]
“… I go to prepare [future tense] a place for you. [3] And if I go and
prepare [future tense] a place for you, I will come again and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” Where and
what then is the place that Jesus is preparing for us if it’s not in heaven?
Does other Scripture speak of a place that has been “prepared?”
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We can see that the place “prepared” (past tense) is “… the holy
city, new Jerusalem that comes down from God out of heaven …”
Scripture doesn’t teach that man is going to heaven, but that the
tabernacle (abode) of God is with men, and He will dwell with them.
[1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away … [2] And I John saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] I heard a great voice
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle [abode] of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself shall be with them, and be their God. [4] And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away. (Revelation 21:1-4)

If we don’t go to heaven when we die, but God dwells with men
on the earth, do we go to Hell?
Is there a Hell of eternal, conscious torment and suffering?
George Carlin (1937-2008), the American stand-up comic, would
sometimes do comedic routines about the teachings of organized
religions. While I believe that George could have died a lost and bitter
man when understanding the majesty of our Creator and His plan for
humanity, he was well known for his thought-provoking ideas in his
routines. One of his thoughts is about what God will do to us if we
break God’s rules. George said religion teaches:
“He [God] has a special place full of fire and smoke and burning
and torture and anguish, where He will send you to live and suffer
and burn and choke and scream and cry, forever and ever till the end
of time – BUT HE LOVES YOU!”

Can we can see the colossal contradiction in his statement and
how absurd it is, particularly when compared with just these four
Scriptural verses?
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son
… (John 3:16)
… God is love. (1 John 4:8)
Love never fails … (1 Corinthians 13:8, TS98)
We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19)

Is there a place called “Hell,” as popularly taught today, where
sinful, evil and wicked people are tortured alive in anguish and fire for
all eternity? Most are surprised to learn that this pagan hell is neither
taught nor can be defended anywhere in the Scriptures. It is a Christian
hoax and it’s also a hoax found in other religious systems around the
world. Nothing surpasses its effectiveness for keeping the flock inline, seated in the pews, and money in the coffers.
The practice of burning people with real fire is an abomination
(disgusting thing, abhorrence) to God, yet the carnal church teaches
that an unmerciful God will commit the abomination of literally
burning most of humanity in fire, not to mercifully die but to be
tortured in agony for all eternity. ABSOLUTELY NOTHING of this
teaching harmonizes with the multitudes of other Scriptures about the
heart and mind of God and His love for humanity. Man has turned
God into a “spiritual terrorist.” We also see this NEVER came into
the heart and mind of God. God doesn’t change; His words about the
abomination of burning people with real fire are just as true today.
Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their
gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the
fire to their gods. (Deuteronomy 12:31)
And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the
valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters
in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my
heart. (Jeremiah 7:31)
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And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass
through the fire [crossover] unto Molech; which I commanded
them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this
abomination, to cause Judah to sin. (Jeremiah 32:35)
For I am the LORD, I change not … (Malachi 3:6)
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning. (James 1:17)

The simplistic teaching of Scripture is at the time of death people
are in “sheol” (Hebrew–Old Testament) or “hades” (Greek–New
Testament). These words have the same meaning: the place of the
unseen, imperceptible, unconscious state of the dead.
The King James Version (KJV) also translates these words as hell,
grave and pit. While the words are most closely associated with grave,
technically it’s not the actual grave itself but the state of the dead.
These words never take on the meaning of consciousness, judging,
torture, chastisement, punishment, annihilation, or eternity.
There isn’t a single warning of an eternal, fiery hell of suffering
given by God through Moses to the Israelites in the Old Testament,
neither by Jesus nor the Apostle Paul in the New Testament.
Then how did we arrive at our current, theological definition of Hell?
Where did Hell originate?
The carnal church most commonly defines Hell as a place of eternal, conscious torment and agony for wicked and evil people after
death, but older dictionaries defined the word “hell” as a covering.
When a roof was built to cover a house, it’s called “helling” the house;
a helmet covers the head.
Many sources agree that the Holy Roman Catholic Church “Christianized” the pagan, non-Scriptural doctrine of hell with everlasting
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punishment in the early centuries of Christianity, and it became official doctrine when Jerome translated the Bible into the Latin Vulgate
sometime around 400 AD.
Four separate Hebrew and Greek words having drastically
different meanings, mistranslate and misinterpret the single English
word “Hell” in the King James Version.
1. Sheol (Hebrew): Translated 31 times as hell, 31 times as grave,
three times as pit.
-Hell, hades or the world of (state of) the dead; grave, pit.
2. Hades (Greek): Translated ten times as hell, one time as the
grave.
-The place of the unseen, imperceptible, unconscious state of
the dead; grave, hell.
3. Tartaroo (Tartarus, Tartaros) (Greek): Translated one time as
hell.
-The deepest abyss of Hades, a place of restraint.
4. Geenna (Gehenna) (Greek): Translated 12 times as hell.
-Valley of (the son of) Hinnom), a valley in Jerusalem.
Sheol and Hades.
One would think that all of the words used for Hell in Scripture
would have similar meanings, but only the two words “sheol” and
“hades” have the same meaning as evidenced by:
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [Hebrew: sheol]; neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. (Psalms 16:10–
Old Testament)
Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [Greek: hades], neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. (Acts 2:27–
New Testament)
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Hades (hell/unseen) is not a place of fire found in New Testament
references. Hades (hell/unseen) is thrown into the lake of fire so it
can’t be the lake of fire itself.
... Capernaum … brought down to hell [hades/unseen] … (Matthew 11:23)
… Capernaum … thrust down to hell [hades/unseen] (Luke 10:15)
… the gates of hell [hades/unseen] shall not prevail … (Matthew 16:18)
… in hell [hades/unseen] he lift up his eyes … (Luke 16:23,
“parable”)
… have the keys of hell [hades/unseen] and of death. (Revelation 1:18)
[27] … thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [hades/unseen] … [31]
… his soul was not left in hell [hades/unseen] … (Acts 2:27, 31)
… Death, and Hell [hades/unseen] followed with him. (Revelation 6:8)
[13] … death and hell [hades/unseen] delivered up the dead …
[14] … death and hell [hades/unseen] were cast into the lake of
fire. (Revelation 20:13-14)
… O grave [hades/unseen], where is thy victory? (1 Corinthians 15:55)

Tartaroo (Tartarus, Tartaros).
The King James Version translates the word “Tartaroo” one time
as hell. The word Tartarus is an Egyptian word and appears 700 years
before Christ in the Greek poet Hesiod’s “Theogony.” Tartarus is
found in Greek mythology and describes the deepest abyss of hades
and a place of restraint for the Titan gods. Scripture describes it as the
place for fallen angels who sinned until their judgment. People are
never connected with Tartarus in Scripture; only angels.
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For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell [Tartaroo], and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; (2 Peter 2:4)
For if God spares not sinning messengers, but thrusting them
into the gloomy caverns of Tartarus, gives them up to be kept for
chastening judging; (2 Peter 2:4, CLNT)
For if Elohim did not spare the messengers who sinned, but sent
them to Tartaros, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
kept for judgment, (2 Peter 2:4, TS98)
And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness
unto the judgment of the great day. (Jude 1:6)

Geenna (Gehenna).
Gehenna (Geenna) is NOT a hell of burning torment as erroneously
taught by the carnal church and poorly translated in the King James
Version and other modern translations. Instead, Gehenna is a valley in
Jerusalem where the Israelites once sacrificed their children by fire to
the heathen god Molech. The Prophet Jeremiah prophesied that this
place would become known as the “valley of slaughter.” In the time of
Jesus, it is said to have been a garbage dump where continuous fires
burned corpses, dead animals, and other filth and waste.
Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the
heathen … (2 Chronicles 28:3)
And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley
of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to
pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not,
neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination … (Jeremiah 32:35)
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… the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be
called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of
slaughter … (Jeremiah 7:32)

People in Jesus’ time, often struggled to understand spiritual concepts like being born again and living again (resurrection). Jesus used
parables, metaphors, and symbols, which are not true literally but convey powerful spiritual truths to illustrate His teachings. As we examine the context of how He used the word “Gehenna,” we begin to see
that He is illustrating the final judgment fire; the future lake of fire
and not some pagan, fiery, burning abyss not found within the words
sheol, hades, tartaroo or gehenna.
The translators substituted the word hell for the word gehenna in
the following twelve verses. Jesus’ words in these verses are not literal
but are figurative, symbolic, and metaphorical language. Jesus does not
say to literally hack off your hands and feet or to gouge out your eyes.
His words are about higher spiritual truth and understanding; referring
to the sinful works of our hands, the sinful places our feet take us, and
the sinful lust of our eyes. It is all about the sinful condition of our
heart that must repent and change.
Jesus symbolically portrays these sinful and evil works of the flesh
as good-for-nothing filth, to be burned like trash in the fires of the
garbage dump in Gehenna. People can understand the simple concept
of burning worthless rubbish. We are going to see the reality that all
filthy, sinful, and evil works of the flesh are eventually going to be
burned and destroyed in the lake of fire.
But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell [gehenna]
fire. (Matthew 5:22)
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[29] And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell [gehenna]. [30] And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast
it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members
should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell
[gehenna]. (Matthew 5:29-30)
And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell [gehenna]. (Matthew 10:28)
And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee:
it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having
two eyes to be cast into hell [gehenna] fire. (Matthew 18:9)
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye
make him twofold more the child of hell [gehenna] than yourselves.
(Matthew 23:15)
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the
damnation [judgment] of hell [gehenna]? (Matthew 23:33)
[43] And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell
[gehenna], into the fire that never shall be quenched: [45] And if thy
foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life,
than having two feet to be cast into hell [gehenna], into the fire that
never shall be quenched: [47] And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it
out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one
eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell [gehenna] fire: (Mark
9:43, 45, 47)
But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell [gehenna]; yea, I
say unto you, Fear him. (Luke 12:5)
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And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on
fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell [gehenna].
(James 3:6)

It’s from the heart (mind, emotions, will) that all works come
forth; the “good-works” and the “good-for-nothing” works.
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
[18] But those things which proceed out of the mouth come
forth from the heart; and they defile the man. [19] For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies: (Matthew 15:18-19)

As believers in Christ, we have His sovereign power to overcome
the sinful temptations of this life and not be judged with the world in
the lake of fire. We are instructed to count temptations as joy and to
judge ourselves.
[2] My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers [various] temptations; [3] Knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. [4] But let patience have her perfect work, that
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (James 1:2-4)
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. (James 1:12)
[31] For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
[32] But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned [judged] with the world. (1 Corinthians
11:31-32)

Who then will God save?
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Will there be salvation for all?
According to Scripture, God plans to save the entire human race
with salvation for all. Salvation’s great hope and promise to us is that
we are going to be resurrected back to life again in righteousness; NOT
go to heaven when we die. God is going to bring everyone back into
existence again, including all those who have died in unrighteousness
so they can repent and be saved. Can we find two witnesses in Scripture
that affirm this is God’s will and plan? We most assuredly can.
Beginning in Revelation 20:11, we read of the resurrection of the
“unjust;” those not included in the first resurrection at Christ’s return.
God will judge them from a great white throne; He will judge every
work of man by fire.
[11] And I saw a great white throne … [12] And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. [13] And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell [hades] delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man according to their
works. [14] And death and hell [hades] were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the second death. [15] And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation
20:11-15)

The specifics in these verses are:
EVERY MAN’S–WORK–JUDGED–IN FIRE.
Our second witness for comparing spiritual things with spiritual are:
[13] Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall
try [test, examine, judge] every man’s work of what sort it is. [14]
If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. [15] If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
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suffer loss: but he himself [man] shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
(1 Corinthians 3:13-15)

The specifics in these verses are:
EVERY MAN’S–WORK–TRIED (JUDGED)–BY FIRE.
God will judge man’s works in the lake of fire, but he himself
(man) shall be saved – BY FIRE. Fire saves man by destroying his
sinful and evil works of the flesh.
The fire does not burn man or annihilates (destroys) him. Judgments purpose is for righteousness; the purpose of the white throne
judgment is to return the whole world to righteousness. All judgments
are for purging and reconciliation and involve God taking us from the
physical to the spiritual, from the visible to the invisible, and from
lies to the truth. His plan includes the restoration of righteousness and
gathering us back to Himself.
… for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of
the world will learn righteousness. (Isaiah 26:9)
But judgment shall return unto righteousness … (Psalms
94:15)
[9] Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
[10] That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth; even in him: (Ephesians 1:9-10)
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the
LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end. (Jeremiah 29:1)

God is a “consuming fire,” who purges sinful and evil works of
the flesh with the fire of His presence, the fire of His word, and the fire
of His law. He baptizes us with His Holy Spirit and with fire, and he
refines and purifies us with fire.
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… from his right hand went a fiery law for them. (Deuteronomy
33:2)
Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD … (Jeremiah
23:29)
… the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire …
(Deuteronomy 4:33)
For our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:29)
[11] … he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:
[12] … he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. (Matthew
3:11-12)
And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine
them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: (Zechariah 13:9)
When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the
midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. (Isaiah 4:4)

But can all be saved?
Does God WILL that ALL be saved?
We can see that God will reconcile ALL things on earth and ALL
things in heaven through Jesus Christ, having made peace through the
blood of His cross. ALL means ALL here. If you believe “all” only
means “some,” read the following verses substituting the word some
for the word all and see how insufficient and lacking the blood of the
cross now becomes.
[15] He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation. [16] For by Him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. [17] And He is before all things, and
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in Him all things consist. [18] And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things He may have the preeminence. [19] For it pleased the
Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, [20] and by Him
to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His
cross. (Colossians 1:15-20, NKJV)
[3] For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; [4] Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth [the truth is Jesus Christ]. (1 Timothy 2:3-4)
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)
For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of
those that believe. (1 Timothy 4:10)
And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to
be the Saviour of the world. (1 John 4:14)
[1] … And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous: [2] And he is the propitiation for our
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
(1 John 2:1-2)
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
(John 1:29)
[8] He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. [9]
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him. (1 John 4:8-9)
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I
am God, and there is none else. (Isaiah 45:22)
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This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners [men; not immortal souls or spirits]; of whom I am chief. (1 Timothy 1:15)
For we will surely die and become like water spilled on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not take
away a life; but He devises means, so that His banished ones are
not expelled from Him. (2 Samuel 14:14, NKJV)

Scripture declares that everyone who has ever lived will have
salvation. The carnal church of today despises this thought and these
verses because it goes against their doctrines and what they have been
peddling to the flock for centuries; heaven or hell. One such church
even promises the non-Scriptural, man can become god himself and
rule his own universe. Unbelievable, the lies we’ll buy!
The laborers in the vineyard.
God’s ways and thoughts are higher than man’s ways and thoughts;
we can only understand them through spiritual understanding. To our
carnal understanding, it doesn’t seem fair that everyone will receive
the same “wage” (salvation) but God’s economy of grace is not the
same as the natural order people expect.
We find an example with the laborers in the vineyard in Matthew
20:1-16, where workers who came late in the day to work received the
same wage as those who had worked all day. However, late-comers
might miss some rewards at Christ’s appearing and coming.
The “unjust” will have salvation ONLY after every sinful and evil
work of the flesh is purified by the lake of fire; GOD’S CONSUMING
FIRE, the fire of His presence, the fire of His word, and the fire of
His law. Don’t underestimate or diminish the severity of sin or how
tormenting and agonizing this might be for those who have a part in
the lake of fire where they will reap what they have sown, but it is not
forever or without end.
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[8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the LORD. [9] For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9)
[12] … thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne
the burden and heat of the day. [13] But he answered one of them,
and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong … [14] Take that thine is,
and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. [15]
Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? (Matthew
20:12-15)
[25] Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O
house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?
… [29] Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not
equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways
unequal? (Ezekiel 18:25, 29)
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. (Galatians 6:7)

We found Scripture declaring that IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT ALL
MEN BE SAVED and come to the “knowledge of the truth (Jesus).”
Can it be found in the whole of Scriptures that IT IS NOT GOD’S
WILL THAT ALL MEN BE SAVED?
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6)
[9] … I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is
none like me, [10] Declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: [11] … I have spoken
it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.
(Isaiah 46:9-11)
I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will
do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent;
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according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge
thee, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 24:14)
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:24)
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10)
Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing
too hard for me? (Jeremiah 32:27)

God does NOT will, He is NOT willing, He does NOT want, He
does NOT desire, and He does NOT take pleasure that ANY should be
lost and perish. He is going to save everyone by having them repent. It
is not the WILL of God if it goes against the WORD of God.
How is God going to save everyone?
Every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess.
God is going to save everyone by bringing them to true repentance.
Scripture is clear that when He has spoken it, He will bring it to pass.
He is going to reconcile everyone through His goodness to His glory,
and not by threat of torture or death.
… I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed
it, I will also do it. (Isaiah 46:11)
[22] Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth:
for I am God, and there is none else. [23] I have sworn by myself,
the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not
return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall
swear. (Isaiah 45:22-23)
For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow
to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. (Romans 14:11)
[10] That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; [11] And
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that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10-11)
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven. (Colossians 1:20)
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance
and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance? (Romans 2:4)

We saw that Isaiah 45:23 and Romans 14:11 proclaim that every
knee will bow and every tongue will confess to God; Philippians
2:10-11 proclaims that every knee will bow and every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Then, 1 Corinthians 12:3 proclaims
that no one can say that Jesus is Lord EXCEPT by the Holy Spirit.
For someone to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, they must have
God’s Holy Spirit, and to have His Spirit they have repented and been
baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire.
… no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit
(1 Corinthians 12:3, NKJV)
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God. (1 John 4:15)
Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he
hath given us of his Spirit. (1 John 4:13)
Then Peter said to them, Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38, NKJV)
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Matthew 3:11, NKJV)

If God is going to save everyone, what is the lake of fire and the
second death?
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The Lake of Fire and The Second Death

The lake of fire and the second death are both connected in
Scripture with the great white throne judgment. It is the time of
judgment for souls not resurrected during the first resurrection when
Christ returned a thousand years earlier. People resurrected in the
first resurrection are not hurt by this second death, and it has no
power over them.
[11] And I saw a great white throne … [12] And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. [13] And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell [hades] delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man according to their
works. [14] And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. [15] And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)
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… He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
(Revelation 2:11)
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power … (Revelation 20:6)

We saw that the “hell” (sheol/hades/tartaroo/gehenna) of Scripture
is not a place of fire and torment for man. The beast, false prophet,
devil, death, hell, and those not found written in the book of life will
be cast into the lake of fire. Also mentioned as having their part in the
lake of fire are the fearful (timid), the unbelieving, the abominable,
murders, whoremongers, sorcerers, idolaters, and liars. Something to
ponder: If we do not believe ALL of Scripture, does that make us
“unbelieving” and destined for a part in the lake of fire?
… the beast … the false prophet … both were cast alive into a
lake of fire … (Revelation 19:20)
… the devil … was cast into the lake of fire … (Revelation 20:10)
… death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. (Revelation 20:14)
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:15)
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death. (Revelation 21:8)

Carnal church beliefs vary whether evil people burn in fire for
eternity, or whether they experience a second, permanent death in the
lake of fire. Scripture doesn’t support either of these beliefs.
The lake of fire is not a literal burning lake, but we saw earlier
that it’s GOD’S CONSUMING FIRE, the fire of His presence, the fire
of His word, and the fire of His law. God is a fair and righteous judge;
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assurance that man will reap no more judgment for his sins and evil
works than he has sown.
The natural and the spiritual.
Scripture teaches that the natural (physical) comes first, then afterward the spiritual. The spiritual does not precede the natural. We were
born the first birth in the natural to physical parents. The second birth,
being born again, is spiritual.
[44] … There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
[46] Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which
is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. (1 Corinthians
15:44, 46)
[6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. [7] … Ye must be born again. (John 3:6-7)

We can also see that there is a spiritual death we experience in
Christ that is not a natural death.
[2] How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
[3] … that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? [4] Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death … [5] For if we have been planted [united] together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness
of his resurrection: [6] Knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth
we should not serve sin. [7] For he that is dead is freed from sin.
[8] Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with him: [9] Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. [10] For in
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth
unto God. [11] Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:2-11)
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[1] And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins … [5] Even when we were dead in sins … (Ephesians 2:1, 5)
And you, being dead in your sins … (Colossians 2:13)
… that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness
… (1 Peter 2:24)
… I die daily. (1 Corinthians 15:3)

Believers in Jesus Christ deny themselves and take up their crosses daily to follow Him, mortifying (dying), crucifying and purifying
their sinful and evil works of the flesh in their lives. Unbelievers of
Jesus Christ aren’t concerned with this spiritual walk and therefore
aren’t concerned with these things. The lake of fire will do this for the
unbelievers; the second and spiritual death.
[24] … If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me. [25] For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall
find it. (Matthew 16:24-25)
[23] … If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow me. [24] For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake,
the same shall save it. (Luke 9:23-24)
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. (Romans 8:13)
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,
and covetousness, which is idolatry: (Colossians 3:5)
And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. (Galatians 5:24)
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man,
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; (Ephesians 4:22)
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[2] Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. (1
John 3:2-3)

We have seen
• The First Birth is in the Natural (physical);
• The Second Birth is in the Spiritual.
• The First Death is in the Natural (physical);
• The Second Death is in the Spiritual.
The second death (spiritual death) is the process of “dying to sin”
and “burying the old man of sin.” It is NOT a natural (physical) death.
Again, for the believer in Jesus Christ, it is a daily walk with Him, for
the non-believer it will be in the lake of fire. It is in this spiritual death
that man becomes a new creature, old things are passed away, and all
things become new; God reconciles us back to Himself by Jesus Christ.
[17] Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. [18]
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

Conclusion.
We are to worship God in spirit and truth. Jesus also warned us
about following the traditions of men instead of following the word
of God.
[23] But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. [24] God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (John
4:23-24)
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[7] … well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, [8] This people
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me. [9] But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
(Matthew 15:7-9)
[6] … Esaias prophesied … This people honoureth me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me. [7] Howbeit in vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men. [8] For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men … [9] … ye reject the commandment of God, that
ye may keep your own tradition. [13] Making the word of God of
none effect through your tradition … (Mark 7:6-9, 13)

Scripture is clear that when we die, we don’t go to heaven or hell,
or any other place. We are in an unconscious state awaiting one of two
future resurrections; the resurrection of the “just,” or the resurrection
of the “unjust.” The believers in Jesus Christ (the “just”) will be resurrected at His return and reign on the earth with Him for a thousand
years. The rest of the dead (the “unjust”) don’t live during this thousand-year reign. At the end of the thousand years, God resurrects the
non-believers for judgment. Unbelievers, those names not found written in the book of life, are cast into the lake of fire to have their unrighteousness, and their sinful evil works of the flesh destroyed by God’s
consuming fire. The lake of fire is to restore the world in righteousness.
There is a future life in righteousness for everyone after judgment.
And no man hath ascended up to heaven … (John 3:13)
But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished … (Revelation 20:5)
… for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of
the world will learn righteousness. (Isaiah 26:9)

God’s plan is that all of us will share in His divine nature and glory; we will become like God and Jesus Christ with an inheritance in all
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creation. The time will come when Jesus will deliver up the kingdom
to the Father after He has put all enemies under His feet, including the
last enemy death; that God may be all in all.
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature … (2
Peter 1:4)
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2)
[24] Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down
all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign, till he
hath put all enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death … [28] And when all things shall be subdued
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that
put all things under him, that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians
15:24-26, 28)

If God does not lie;
… which God, that cannot lie … (Titus 1:2)

And his word does not lie;
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (John 17:17)

And Scripture can’t be broken;
… and the scripture cannot be broken; (John 10:35)

And all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God;
All scripture is given by inspiration of God … (2 Timothy 3:16)

And He says His counsel will stand and He will do all His pleasure;
… My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: (Isaiah
46:10)

And He says that He will have all men to be saved;
Who will have all men to be saved … (I Timothy 2:4)
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And He is not willing that any should perish;
… not willing that any should perish … (2 Peter 3:9)

And He says that every knee is going to bow and repent;
… every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to
God. (Romans 14:11)

And He says if He has spoken it, it shall come to pass and He will
do it;
I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it …
(Ezekiel 24:14)

And that all things are possible with God;
With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.
(Matthew 19:26)

And His thoughts toward us are of peace, and not evil, to give us
an expected end.
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
(Jeremiah 29:11)

WILL WE BELIEVE AND TRUST HIM?
Salvation for all harmonizes with all Scripture.
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
(Psalms 118:8)
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Other Fables About Death

In this chapter, we explore some non-Scriptural but popular fables
about death that are often used to support other false doctrines.
Scripture has proved the dead are unconscious and in the grave
until a resurrection. Some ask: “How do we explain other verses that
teach people’s souls/spirits go directly to heaven after they die?” The
following passages are often used to justify these beliefs but upon
closer analysis, do they?
Soul Sleep.
“Soul Sleep” is a popular, non-Scriptural doctrine with those who
don’t want to believe “everything” that is a part of man will perish
and die at the time of death. They believe the body dies, but the soul
“doesn’t actually die” and “only sleeps” after death.
God created man as a package with a body and a self. With the
breath of life (Spirit) from God, man became “a living soul.” When
God gathers back His Spirit and breath, man becomes a dead soul and
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perishes. If the soul was separate and only sleeps, then man doesn’t
fully die. If man doesn’t fully die, then by definition, he is immortal.
This is the first recorded lie in Scripture, “Ye shall not surely die.”
Both Jesus and the Apostle Paul often referred to death as sleep.
Perhaps they did so because even the simplest-minded man can relate
to someone asleep or at rest.
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. (Genesis 2:7)
[14] … if he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath;
[15] All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto
dust. (Job 34:14-15)
[11] … Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake
him out of sleep. [12] Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep,
he shall do well. [13] Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. [14] Then
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. (John 11:11-14)
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many
sleep. (1 Corinthians 11:30)

To say that the soul “only sleeps” doesn’t harmonize with other
Scripture.
Did the thief on the cross go to be with Jesus in paradise on the day
of the crucifixion?
Jesus was crucified beside two other men on crosses next to Him.
The first man, without faith, mocked Jesus telling Him to prove He
was the Christ by saving Himself and them. The second man, by faith,
acknowledged his sins before making his appeal to Christ. He humbled
himself and acknowledged Jesus was THE Christ by addressing Him
as Lord. He then proceeded with his simple prayer of repentance.
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The implication is Jesus immediately forgave him of his sins and
promised him the kingdom. Some want to believe the forgiven man
went directly to heaven (paradise) on that very day instead of to sheol/
hades to await a future resurrection.
[39] And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. [40] But the
other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? [41] And we indeed justly;
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss. (Luke 23:39-41)
[42] And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:42-43)

Did Jesus mean the humble man would be with Him in paradise
on this exact day of His crucifixion or at His future return for the
resurrection? The placement of the comma changes the meaning of
the verse. Commas are not inspired but were added much later along
with chapter and verse numbers for easy reference. The first reported
Bible in English to use chapter and verse numbers was the Geneva
Bible published in 1560. Since then, almost all English Bibles have
used them.
Did Jesus say:
“I say to you, today you will be in paradise.” Or did He say:
“I say to you today, you will be with me in paradise?”

Placing a comma “before” the word “today” would mean that Jesus misspoke because He did not go to paradise on the day of His
crucifixion. He was buried and would spend the next three days and
three nights in the grave. The grave is not paradise. Jesus awakened
and rose from the grave on the third day, not from heaven.
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For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40)
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised
again the third day. (Matthew 16:21)
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: (1 Corinthians 15:4)

Placing a comma “after” the word “today” can only mean that He
promised the thief a future resurrection.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
“To day: G4594, semeron: today, this day, now.

“Today” (this day) was a common Hebrew expression used to
emphasize the solemnity and importance of a moment or occasion.
Other such examples include
I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day …
(Deuteronomy 4:26)
[39] Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart …
[40] Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments,
which I command thee this day … (Deuteronomy 4:39-40)
I denounce unto you this day … (Deuteronomy 30:18)

The Scriptures 1998 is a version that places the comma to
harmonize with other Scripture as seen here:
And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you today, you shall be
with Me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43, TS98)
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Another example of misleading punctuation.
In the following verse, a missing comma completely changes the
meaning of the verse:
[11] And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:
[12] So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil
spirits went out of them. (Acts 19:11-12)

The single comma placed after “aprons” reads: “… from his body
were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases
departed from them …” meaning the diseases departed from the “sick
handkerchiefs or aprons …” Handkerchiefs and aprons don’t get sick.
An additional comma placed after “sick” reads: “… from his body
were brought unto the sick, handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases
departed from them …” meaning the handkerchiefs and aprons caused
the diseases to depart from the people.
Did the Transfiguration show that Moses and Elias are already
alive in heaven?
It might appear at the Transfiguration in Matthew:17 and Luke:9
that Moses and Elias were already alive in heaven because Peter,
James, and John saw Jesus talking with them.
[1] And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, [2] And
was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and
his raiment was white as the light. [3] And, behold, there appeared
unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. (Matthew 17:1-3)

They did not literally see Moses and Elias alive in heaven but saw
only a “VISION” of them as recorded a few verses later. A vision is
not reality, but an experience of seeing in the supernatural.
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And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged
them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be
risen again from the dead. (Matthew 17:9)
And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they
kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things
which they had seen. (Luke 9:36)

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus.
Some believe the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke:16
is an actual event based on Scriptural truth because it names an
individual, Lazarus. They claim it is not a parable because Lazarus
is mentioned specifically by name and in no other parable is anyone
mentioned by name. There is absolutely NO Scriptural support for this
belief, and it is in opposition to what Jesus had already declared.
Jesus made it clear to His disciples that it was given to them
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to others He
spoke in “parables.” In Luke:10-20, He is found speaking several
parables to the multitude of people gathered to hear Him. Based
on what He has already said, He will be speaking in parables to
them because the multitude of people are not His disciples. He
makes no indication or distinction whatsoever that He has somehow
mysteriously switched from speaking in parables to Scriptural truth
about the rich man and Lazarus. (See also: Mathew 13:13, 34, Mark
4:33-34, Luke 8:4)
And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might
not see, and hearing they might not understand. (Luke 8:10)
[10] And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest
thou unto them in parables? [11] He answered and said unto them,
Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it is not given. (Matthew 13:10-11)
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All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and
without a parable spake he not unto them: (Matthew 13:34)
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Parable: G3850, parabole: a similitude, fictitious narrative conveying a moral, comparison.

The parable is about a rich man who goes to a burning hell and a
beggar, Lazarus, who goes to “Abraham’s bosom” (falsely presumed
by many to be heaven) following their deaths. In no other instance is
“Abraham’s bosom” found mentioned in Scripture; no second witness.
This one parable is frequently used as the primary argument to
justify the existence of an ever-burning, fiery hell of torment for sinners.
The New Testament doesn’t mention anywhere the use of threats about
“fires of hell” or “unending torment” as a way of spreading the good
news of the gospel.
Simple logic confirms that the story of the rich man and Lazarus
IS A PARABLE:
• Jesus speaks Scriptural truth to His disciples because it is given
to them to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven;
• To others, Jesus speaks in parables;
• A multitude of non-disciples are gathered around Jesus;
• Jesus says nothing to indicate that He will not be speaking in
parables to the multitude of non-disciples;
• Therefore, Jesus will be speaking in parables to the multitude of
non-disciples.
Further support for “the rich man and Lazarus” being a parable
is how Jesus opens every parable in Luke with the words, “a certain
man” or “a certain rich man.” Underlined in Luke 16:19 below, we see
that he opens the parable of the rich man and Lazarus with: “There
was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen ...”
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• And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho … (Luke 10:30);
• And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain
rich man … (Luke 12:16);
• He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard … (Luke 13:6);
• Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade
many: (Luke 14:16);
• And he said, A certain man had two sons: (Luke 15:11);
•		… There was a certain rich man, which had a steward … (Luke 16:1);
• There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine
linen … (Luke 16:19);
• … began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a vineyard … (Luke 20:9).

Some want to use this parable to teach about the afterlife, but
parables don’t always reflect reality. By definition, they are “a fictitious
narrative – for comparison” and don’t represent actual events.
For one example, in Judges 9:8-15, we read of a parable in which
trees talked about anointing a new king for themselves. From such a
parable, it would be a mistake to believe that Scripture teaches trees
can talk or anoint other trees to reign over them as kings. In the same
way, we need to be careful about what truths we draw from “the rich
man and Lazarus” parable.
[8] The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them;
and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us. [9] But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me
they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?
[10] And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us.
[11] But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness,
and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees? [12] Then
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said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. [13] And
the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth
God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? [14] Then said
all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. [15]
And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king
over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: and if not,
let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.
(Judges 9:8-15)

Does Scripture say to be absent from the body is to be present with
the Lord?
Although many teach that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord, is this found in Scripture?
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8)
[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. [22] But if I
live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose
I wot not. [23] For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: (Philippians
1:21-23)

Paul did NOT say “that to be absent from the body is to be present
with the Lord” at the time of death. He instead said: “We are confident,
and willing rather (we would rather be or prefer to be) absent from the
body and present with the Lord.” Paul longed to be absent from the
body and to be present with Christ, which he proclaimed is far better.
The question is, would this transition take place at the moment of
death or at the resurrection of Christ’s second coming? Paul clarified
that it would occur when “mortality” is “swallowed up by life” and
“death is swallowed up in victory,” which happens at the resurrection
“at Christ’s coming.”
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For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened:
not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality
might be swallowed up of life. (2 Corinthians 5:4)
[54] So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
[55] O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? (1
Corinthians 15:54-55)

To be present with the Lord without the resurrection is unobtainable.
King Saul and the Woman (Witch, Necromancer) at Endor.
Some believe the dead can be conjured back to life again from
death. They use the account of King Saul and the Witch at Endor as
proof.
God told King Saul to destroy Amalek and all they had, not sparing
anyone or anything. Saul disobeyed God by sparing Agag, the king
of the Amalekites and the best animals. Because of his disobedience,
God rejected Saul from being king over Israel. The prophet Samuel
also left Saul and never saw him again.
[2] Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came
up from Egypt. [3] Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy
all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. (1 Samuel 15:2-3)
[8] And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. [9] But
Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of
the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good,
and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile
and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. (1 Samuel 15:8-9)
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And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou
hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected
thee from being king over Israel. (1 Samuel 15:26)
And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his
death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. (1 Samuel 15:35)

The Philistines then confronted Saul, and because he was no
longer hearing from God or His prophets, he seeks to consult a woman
(witch, necromancer) who has a “familiar spirit.” Saul knows this is
an abomination to the LORD.
But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the LORD troubled him. (1 Samuel 16:14)
[4] And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came
and pitched in Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and
they pitched in Gilboa. [5] And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. [6] And when
Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither
by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. (1 Samuel 28:4-6)
Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath
a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his
servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar
spirit at Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7)
[10] There shall not be found among you any one that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, [11]
Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer. [12] For all that do these things are an abomination
unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy
God doth drive them out from before thee. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

Saul knows the condition of the dead, but he consults the woman
with a “familiar spirit” in an attempt to bring Samuel “up from the
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grave,” not “down from heaven.”
Saul didn’t see anything himself but had to ask the woman what
she saw. Saul only “perceived” that it was Samuel. Saul was putting
his complete trust in a spirit medium, a witch and necromancer, which
is an abomination to God. The conversation was not between Saul and
Samuel but between Saul and a witch with a familiar or demonic spirit.
[8] And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and
he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by
night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit,
and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. [11] Then said
the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring
me up Samuel. [14] And he said unto her, What form is he of? And
she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle.
And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his
face to the ground, and bowed himself. (1 Samuel 28:8, 11, 14)

Where are Enoch and Elijah?
Both Enoch and Elijah were translated. Many students of Scripture
mistakenly believe the word “translated” means to be taken up alive
without dying to be with God in heaven, but this would also mean
that someone becomes immortal by escaping death. We don’t find this
belief supported in Scripture.
Strong’s Concordance, New Testament (Greek)
Translate: G3346, metatithemi: transfer, transport, exchange,
change sides.

Jesus said that no man hath ascended to heaven except Him. We
can know from His words that neither Enoch nor Elijah are alive in
heaven but are still awaiting the promise of the resurrection.
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. (John 3:13)
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[29] ...the patriarch David ... he is both dead and buried, and
his sepulchre is with us unto this day, [34] For David is not ascended into the heavens ... (Acts 2:29,34)

Enoch.
Enoch was translated by being taken by God and put down some
other place.
[22] And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah
three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: [23] And all
the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: [24]
And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
(Genesis 5:22-24)

The Apostle Paul said that Enoch was translated so that he should
not see death, and not found. However, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Isaac, Jacob and others “all died” in faith not having received
the promise. The promise is immortality that Enoch will receive at
the resurrection. Enoch will not see the second death after being
resurrected when Jesus Christ returns.
By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his
translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. (Hebrews
11:5)
These [Enoch is also named] all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13)
[39] And these all [including Enoch], having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise: [40] God having
provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:39-40)
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no power … (Revelation 20:6)
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Jacob was also translated to his place of burial in Sychem when he
was “carried over” for burial. The same Greek word “metatithemi” is
also used as with Enoch.
[15] So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, [16] And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulcher … (Acts 7:15-16)

God possibly buried Enoch as He did Moses. No one knows
where Moses’ sepulcher is to this day. God had shown Moses the
promised land but would not allow him to enter. God took Moses and
“translated” him, and buried him.
[4] And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it
unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou
shalt not go over thither. [5] So Moses the servant of the LORD
died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.
[6] And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against
Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.
(Deuteronomy 34:4-6)

Another example is when Philip was caught away by the Spirit of
the Lord; he later reappeared.
[39] And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more:
and he went on his way rejoicing. [40] But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came
to Caesarea. (Acts 8:39-40)

Enoch did not translate alive to heaven. He died in faith not yet
having received the promise of the resurrection.
Elijah.
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
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[1] And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [11] And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that,
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven. (2 Kings 2:1, 11)

There are three heavens mentioned in Scripture but only the “third
heaven” is specifically named. We only have descriptions of the
“second heaven” and “first heaven.”
Third Heaven–Heaven of Heavens; God’s throne and paradise.
But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house
that I have builded? (1 Kings 8:27)
[2] I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether
in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell:
God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. [3] And I
knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot
tell: God knoweth;) [4] How that he was caught up into paradise …
(2 Corinthians 12:2-4)

Second Heaven–Space, sun, moon, planets, constellations, stars, etc.
… the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven … (Matthew 24:29)
For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not
give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and
the moon shall not cause her light to shine. (Isaiah 13:10)

First Heaven–Atmosphere, air, clouds, rain, wind, whirlwinds,
birds fly, etc.
And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the
open firmament of heaven. (Genesis 1:20)
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And he [Elias/Elijah] prayed again, and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth her fruit. (James 5:18)

A whirlwind suggests that Elijah went to the first heaven and not
to the third heaven of God’s throne. Elijah did not become immortal
by this act of God. Elisha knew that Elijah would leave.
[3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth
to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take
away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it;
hold ye your peace. [5] And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD
will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered,
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. (2 Kings 2:3, 5)

Elijah held the high office as a prophet of the Lord at that time.
God had sent Elijah to the evil king, Ahab, and his son, Ahaziah.
Elijah was aging; Ahaziah had died. Now God was choosing Elisha to
be the prophet of the Lord.
Elijah had been faithful and obedient to God. God would not
remove (demote) him in the sight of the people from his high office
as a prophet so Elisha could take over. God removed Elijah in a
whirlwind to another place. When Elijah was taken up, his mantle
dropped to Elisha, who picked it up signifying that he had now become
the prophet of the Lord.
He [Elisha] took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him
… (2 Kings 2:13)

A few years later, one of Jehoram’s (King of Judah) first acts was
to slay his brethren with a sword so they could not claim the throne
from him. For nearly six years, Jehoram did evil in God’s sight before
God smote him with an incurable disease. He died after reigning in
Jerusalem eight years.
[4] Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself, and slew all his brethren with the
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sword, and divers also of the princes of Israel. [18] And after all
this the LORD smote him … with an incurable disease. [19] And
it came to pass … after the end of two years … he died … [20] …
he reigned in Jerusalem eight years … (2 Chronicles 21:4, 18-20)

Several years passed since the whirlwind removed Elijah. Then A
LETTER COMES FROM ELIJAH! God had chosen Elijah to write a
letter to the wicked king.
[12] And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet,
saying, Thus saith the LORD God of David thy father, Because thou
hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the
ways of Asa king of Judah, [13] But hast walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab,
and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father’s house, which were
better than thyself: [14] Behold, with a great plague will the LORD
smite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods:
[15] And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels,
until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day. (2
Chronicles 21:12-15)

From the wording of Elijah’s letter, it is clear he wrote it sometime
after the slayings because he speaks about them as past, and before the
incurable disease because he speaks about it as future. Two years after
the king became diseased, he died after reigning eight years.
This letter also shows that the whirlwind took Elijah to another
location. The letter was received and delivered by others who could
also witness that Elijah was alive somewhere on the earth. Scripture
does not reveal how much longer Elijah lived.
Jesus went to hell between His death and resurrection.
The teaching that Jesus went to hell between His death and
resurrection derives chiefly from the man-created Apostle’s Creed.
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Various organized churches alter the wording slightly to suit their
particular needs. One example reads that Jesus descended to the dead
(sheol/hades), which is Scripturally accurate.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

Another example reads: he descended into hell (hades/unseen); also
accurate if it means the place of the dead and not a fiery, tormenting hell.
… Maker of heaven and earth … conceived by the Holy Ghost
… he descended into hell …

When Jesus was crucified and died, He indeed would have gone
to the place of the dead. Because Scripture says” the dead know not
anything,” He was completely dead and unconscious in His grave and
would not have traveled anywhere. To say otherwise is to deny the
teachings of Scripture about the condition of the dead. If we deny that
He fully died – then He cannot have risen – and if He did not rise – our
faith in the resurrection is vain (useless).
[13] But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ
not risen: [14] And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain. (1 Corinthians 15:13-14)
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. (Revelation 1:18)

Jesus fully died as a man and was resurrected in the same manner
like all who believe in Him will be.
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What about people who died and saw heaven or hell?
There are multitudes of stories about people who were pronounced
clinically dead and claimed they went to heaven or hell. They returned
to tell spectacular accounts of their experience.
“Clinically dead” is not the same as “Scripturally dead.” Scripture
describes the condition of the dead as
[5] … the dead know not any thing, … [6] Also their love, and
their hatred, and their envy, is now perished … (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6)
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish. (Psalms 146:4)

If those who claimed to have visited heaven or hell were
Scripturally dead, they would not have been conscious of anything.
Of course, God is God and can do anything He wants, but He tells
us that He and Jesus are the same yesterday, today and forever, so
it’s reasonable to believe that He won’t be changing His word. He
cautions us about being “carried” (conveyed around, transport hither
and thither) with divers and strange doctrines.
[8] Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
[9] Be not carried about with divers [diverse, various] and strange
[foreign] doctrines … (Hebrews 13:8-9)
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; (Ephesians 4:14)

However, to say that man has had “visions or “revelations” of
heaven; even going there in visions does seem to harmonize with
Scripture. Visions are to convey powerful spiritual truths but don’t
necessarily mean they are true literally – especially when they don’t
harmonize with other Scripture. An example is someone saying they
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went to heaven and saw other people there. If “no man” has ascended
to heaven, then how could other people be there? Visons would make
this possible.
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. (John 3:13)

The word “vision” appears 79 times in 73 verses; the word
“visions” another 24 times in 24 verses. It becomes clear that man has
had many, many visions.
Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured before them and
saw Moses and Elias talking with Him; this was a “vision.” There is
nothing written in Scripture to indicate this was an actual event that
took place in heaven, although it’s frequently taught as such.
[1] … Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into an high mountain … [2] And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment
was white as the light. [3] … there appeared unto them Moses and
Elias talking with him. [8] And when they had lifted up their eyes,
they saw no man, save Jesus only. [9] And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no
man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. (Matthew
17:1-3, 8-9)

John, on the isle of Patmos, was “in the spirit” with his vision of
the Son of Man.
[9] I John … was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. [10] I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, (Revelation 1:9-10)

These few witnesses show that no man has gone to heaven
or hell and returned to tell about it. Man has had only “visions” or
“revelations” of these events.
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Ecclesiastes 12:7.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 is probably the most commonly used verse to
justify that the spirit belongs to man and is separate from the breath
of life from God. Based on the words of this one verse, proponents
vigorously argue this is proof that only our body dies but “our spirit”
(falsely believed “consciousness”) returns alive to be with God in
heaven at the time of death. This verse is often taken entirely out of
context and doesn’t harmonize with either surrounding verses or the
rest of Scripture.
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
shall return unto God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

When we examine this verse with the preceding and following
verses in context, we see this passage is speaking about the approaching
of death when a man goes to his long home (grave), and the mourners
go about the streets. These verses compare the time of death to the
severing of a cord, a bowl cracking, a pitcher being shattered with
its contents wholly lost, and a broken wheel at the cistern (well). The
context does not speak about transcending death with the hope of life
in heaven following death, but instead alludes to complete and dismal
loss by our return to dust.
[1] Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh … [5] … because man
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: [6]
Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the
cistern. [7] Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. [8] Vanity of vanities,
saith the preacher; all is vanity. (Ecclesiastes 12:1, 5-8)
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Strong’s Concordance, Old Testament (Hebrew)
(silver cord) Loosed: H7368, rachaq: to be or become far or distant,
severed.
(golden bowl and wheel) Broken: H7533, ratsats: to crack, break,
bruise, crush.
(pitcher) Broken: H7665 shabar: to break, break in pieces, to burst.
Vanity: H1892, hebel: emptiness, delusion, useless, futile, fleeting.

King Solomon, credited for writing Ecclesiastes, speaks to “vanity
of vanities” and “all is vanity.” He continuously points out that everything about man is vanity, meaning that it will all end with his life.
Man is not destined for heaven at the time of his death but to the grave.
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Daniel’s 70th Week Prophecy

If we had to identify just one false, foundational doctrine upon
which many other false doctrines rely, it’s most likely Daniel’s 70th
Week Prophecy. From this single misapplication of Scripture, the
enemy has birthed countless daughters; the spin-off false doctrines that
have directly and indirectly influenced our understanding of Scripture.
The “falling away”; Roman Christianity replaces the true gospel
of Scripture.
The Roman Emperor Constantine convened the First Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD that resulted in the non-Scriptural doctrine called
the Nicene Creed. Today, the Holy Roman Catholic Church, the
Orthodox Church, and many Protestant Churches define their faith by
the Nicene Creed.
Carnal man now began interpreting Scripture by committee instead
of letting Scripture interpret itself. Christianity began to change
to Roman pagan worship rituals: SUNday replaced the Sabbath,
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Passover was abandoned and Easter adopted, man’s traditions began
replacing God’s commandments, etc. The “falling away” from the
faith and sound Scriptural truth began to reveal the man of sin, the son
of perdition, even before the Popes of Rome came to power in 538
AD. Man was replacing God. (See Appendix B)
[3] Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin
be revealed, the son of perdition; [4] Who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)
And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times
and laws … (Daniel 7:25)
[6] … Esaias prophesied … This people honoureth me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me. [7] Howbeit in vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men. [8] For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men … [9] … ye reject the commandment of God, that
ye may keep your own tradition. [13] Making the word of God of
none effect through your tradition … (Mark 7:6-9, 13)
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ. (Colossians 2:8)  

The printing press and the Protestant Reformation.
Following the invention of the printing press around the mid1400s, printed Bibles became more readily available and affordable
to the common man who could now study the Scriptures for himself.
As man’s understanding of Scripture increased, he began to protest
against the corruption he saw within the church. These protests
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would eventually grow into the movement known as the Protestant
Reformation. Early Protestant reformers identified the Papacy (office
of Popes) as the Scriptural antichrist system and the “falling away” as
described in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.
A new and different interpretation.
The Papacy started gaining notoriety as the antichrist system,
the beast of Revelation, the little horn of Daniel, the man of sin,
and the son of perdition. Jesuits were commissioned by the Pope to
develop a new interpretation of Scripture, one that would counter this
widespread view and deflect attention away from the Holy Roman
Catholic Church and the Papacy.
The most popular new interpretation developed was “futurism”
by Jesuit Priest Francisco Ribera. He manipulated prophecies of both
Daniel and Revelation by applying them to a non-Scriptural, futureend-time rather than to the unfolding prophetic events of history.
THE Antichrist would now become a single, wicked bogeyman
who will arrive on the scene in the future to rule for seven-years
during THE Great Tribulation. Scripture doesn’t identify a single
person known as THE Antichrist, or a single event known as THE
Great Tribulation; man invented them. Scripture identifies antichrists
as:
Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know that it is the last time. (1 John 2:18)
Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. (1 John 2:22)
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof
ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the
world. (1 John 4:4)
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For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist. (2 John 1:7)

The result has been a twisting and maligning of Scriptural prophecy
and truth ever since. This has created division among believers with
two very different paths of thought and vastly different conclusions in
the interpretation of Daniel’s 70th Week Prophecy.
Futurism, the most popular path of thought.
This path of thought from Ribera’s interpretation insists that the
70 week did not follow the 69th week (seven weeks, and threescore
and two weeks) but was somehow put “on-hold” and moved (without
Scriptural support) to the future and depicts a future-end-time
Antichrist. The Antichrist is to make a non-Scriptural 7-year peace
agreement with Israel, and includes a non-Scriptural rebuilt Jewish
temple in Israel. Antichrist breaks the 7-year peace agreement after
3-1/2 years, there is a non-Scriptural rapture of believers off the earth
to escape the non-Scriptural THE Great Tribulation, followed by 3-1/2
years of great tribulation by God’s wrath on the earth, etc.
Because this path of thought places prophetic events to some
future time, they are still waiting to unfold.
th

Historicism, the least popular path of thought.
This path of thought insists that the 70th week immediately
followed the 69th week or it would no longer be the 70th week but
something else. It spoke to the arrival of the prophesized and expected
Messiah who would fulfill the prophecies spoken in Daniel 9:24-27.
This path of thought also believes that Scriptural prophecy was NOT
put “on-hold” but has continued to be fulfilled in history ever since.
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The Linchpin and the fork in the road.
A “linchpin” is a key-piece that supports and holds a structure
together. Remove the linchpin, and the whole structure will collapse.
The four verses in Daniel 9:24-27 are the linchpin upon which rests
“Daniel’s 70th Week Prophecy.”
We face a fork in the road and the decision about which path to
choose, futurism or historicism. If we miss this crucial turn, everything
else will hinge on our decision error. The only way to determine the
correct path to follow is to let Scripture interpret itself.
… no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
(2 Peter 1:20)

We will examine each verse found in Daniel 9:24-27 and see how
Messiah fulfilled the prophecy, and not some future “Antichrist.”
Daniel.
Daniel was one of the young men included in the exile and
seventy-year captivity of the ancient Kingdom of Judah into Babylon.
As the end of their captivity is approaching, Daniel is in prayer
seeking meaning to his visions. Gabriel appears to give him skill and
understanding of the prophetic events to come.
[21] Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused
to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.
[22] And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I
am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. (Daniel
9:21-22)
[24] Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and
to anoint the most Holy. [25] Know therefore and understand, that
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from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the
wall, even in troublous times. [26] And after threescore and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of
the war desolations are determined. [27] And he shall confirm the
covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured
upon the desolate. (Daniel 9:24-27)

Gabriel’s prophecy includes the appointed time for the promised
Messiah and what His appearing will accomplish. Today, these verses
are usually misinterpreted to represent a person known as “The
Antichrist.”
Daniel 9:24.
In Daniel 9:24, Gabriel prophesied seventy weeks are determined
upon the people to:
• Finish the transgression;
• Make an end of sins;
• Make reconciliation for iniquity;
• Bring in everlasting righteousness;
• Seal up the vision and prophecy;
• Anoint the most Holy.
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the most Holy. (Daniel 9:24)
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Most Scriptural scholars agree that the seventy weeks (490 days)
are symbolic of years, with each day representing one year, for a total
of 490 years. This “day-for-a-year” principle is also found elsewhere
in Scripture.
After the number of the days in which ye searched the land,
even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities,
even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. (Numbers 14:34)
And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right
side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty
days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. (Ezekiel 4:6)

To finish the transgression.
God’s prophets had repeatedly warned Israel about their
transgressions.
Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing,
that they might not obey thy voice … (Daniel 9:11)

Gabriel revealed to Daniel that Israel’s transgressions would finish
and “come to the full.” Jesus also confirmed these transgressions
would “fill up.”
And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors
are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. (Daniel 8:23)
[32] Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. [35] That upon
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth … [36]
Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. (Matthew 23:32, 35-36)

The hour had come for them “to finish the transgression.” God’s
judgment and punishment for murdering His prophets and the
promised Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, came upon the people. It
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was poured out upon this generation in 70 AD when the religious
zealots and finally the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem.
Even though Jesus knew His way was the cross, He thought more
of the sufferings that would come upon this generation “to finish the
transgression.” He wept because they had rejected Him.
[36] Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon
this generation. [37] O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! [38] Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate. (Matthew 23:36-38)
And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over
it, (Luke 19:41)

To make an end of sins.
Jesus made an end of sins by purging our sins and putting away sin
forever. He did this by the one sacrifice of Himself.
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high; (Hebrews 1:3)
For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the
world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:26)
But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God; (Hebrews 10:12)

To make reconciliation for iniquity.
We are reconciled to God by Christ’s death, and we shall be saved
by His life.
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[8] But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. [9] Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
[10] For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life. (Romans 5:8-10)

To bring in everlasting righteousness.
Jesus Christ is the “Lord of righteousness.”
[5] Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. [6] In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his
name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Jeremiah 23:5-6)
[21] But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; [22]
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
[25] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; [26] To declare, I
say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-22, 25-26)

To seal up the vision and prophecy.
Gabriel gave Daniel prophetic vision and understanding about the
events that would unfold; Daniel was told not to reveal them.
But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even
to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased. (Daniel 12:4)
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Isaiah’s and Jesus’ words speak a remarkable account of how the
vision and prophecy were sealed up to cause spiritual blindness in the
people and their rulers. Although they read the prophets, they could
not understand and would condemn Jesus. Both eye and ear closed so
they could not see or hear.
[9] And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. [10] Make the
heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their
eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. (Isaiah
6:9-10)
[11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it
is not given. [13] Therefore speak I to them in parables: because
they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand. [14] And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias,
which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: [15] For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. [16]
But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they
hear. (Matthew 13:11, 13-16) (See also: Acts 28:25-27)

To anoint the Most Holy.
The words, “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) mean the
same thing, “The Anointed One.” Jesus is the “Holy One of God,” “the
Messiah,” “the Anointed of God,” “the Christ,” who was appointed
and anointed to accomplish the great work of redemption.
[18] The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
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brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, [19]
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke 4:18-19)
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. (Acts 10:38)
[8] But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
[9] Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows. (Hebrews 1:8-9)

Jesus was “anointed” at His baptism in the River Jordan at the
close of the 69th week (483 years) and the beginning of the 70th week
(the 70th seven-year period).
[15] And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now:
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness … [16] And Jesus,
when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: [17] And lo a voice
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. (Matthew 3:15-17)

Daniel 9:25.
This verse speaks about a decree that would mark the beginning of
the prophecy when Messiah would arrive at the end of the 69th week
(seven and threescore and two weeks: 7 + 62 = 69 weeks), and at the
beginning of the 70th week (the 70th–seven-year period).
Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. (Daniel 9:25)
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Historians know of at least four decrees made by the Persian
emperors, but only one decree best fits “to restore” and “to build”
Jerusalem; and the time constraint “until Messiah the Prince” spoken
by Gabriel. Artaxerxes I in 457 BC made the decree placing the time
(69 weeks x 7 years = 483 years) at the baptism of Jesus and the
beginning of His ministry in 27 AD.
Daniel 9:26.
Messiah will be cut off (crucified and killed), but it will not be for
himself. It will be for all humanity.
Some want to use Daniel 9:26 alone to claim that Messiah was cut
off at the end of the 69th week instead of the middle of the 70th week.
With this claim, the verses no longer harmonize. They still harmonize
when Messiah is cut off in the middle of the 70th week.
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off,
but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall
be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. (Daniel 9:26)

Futurist believers incorrectly identify “the people of the prince”
as the Antichrist. Messiah is the Prince (Daniel 9:25), and is of the
tribe of Judah. He is King of the descendants of Judah. “The people
of the prince that shall come” are Messiah’s own people, who brought
destruction upon Jerusalem and themselves when they rejected
Messiah and delivered Him up to be crucified. Both were utterly
destroyed in 70 AD by the religious zealots and finally the Roman
army.
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily
I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another [temple building stones], that shall not be thrown down.
(Matthew 24:2)
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Daniel 9:27.
Messiah shall confirm the covenant with many during the 70th
week but after 3-1/2 years (the midst of the week) will be His death
and crucifixion in 31 AD. These events will cause the sacrifice and
oblation (animal sacrifices for sin done in the temple) to cease forever
as atonement for sin.
And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:
and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate. (Daniel 9:27)

The new covenant was “confirmed (make firm, prevail) with
many” ONLY through the shed blood and death of Jesus Christ, which
occurred during the middle (3-1/2 years) into the 70th week.
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
(Jeremiah 31:31)
For this is my blood of the new testament [contract, covenant],
which is shed for many for the remission of sins. (Matthew 26:28)
By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.
(Hebrews 7:22)
But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how
much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. (Hebrews 8:6)
And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that
by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first testament, they which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance. (Hebrews 9:15)
And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.
(Hebrews 12:24)
139

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, (Hebrews 13:20)
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall
bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:11)
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28)

The final fulfillment of the last 3-1/2 years of the 70th week came
when the elders and scribes falsely accused Steven of blasphemy.
Steven called the elders and scribes to task for their wicked and evil
deeds of killing the prophets and Messiah. They became angered and
stoned him to death.
[51] Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. [52]
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they
have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:
[53] Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and
have not kept it. [54] When they heard these things, they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. [56]
And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man
standing on the right hand of God. [57] Then they cried out with
a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with
one accord, [58] And cast him out of the city, and stoned him …
(Acts 7:51-54, 56-58)

The evidence of Scripture speaks for itself and makes it abundantly clear that “Daniel’s 70th Week Prophecy” is about Messiah and not
some non-Scriptural individual known as “The Antichrist.”
If we study the historical view of Scripture, we discover that we
are a long way farther down the road of prophecy fulfillment than we
might imagine.
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The Rapture

If we had properly understood and applied “Daniel’s 70th Week
Prophecy,” it is doubtful the “Rapture” doctrine could have ever
emerged. I have included it because this doctrine has divided believers
and added untold chaos, confusion, and controversy about death and the
resurrection of the “just.” There are variations to this doctrine among
its followers, but closer examination will reveal that the “rapture” is a
corruption of the “first resurrection” we learned about earlier.
Where did the rapture originate?
Critics claim the rapture doctrine never existed before the 1830s.
They report it began with a vision of a young Scottish girl, Mary
MacDonald, while she was in a trance. It was picked up by the Irishborn minister and lawyer John Darby, who brought it to America
sometime in the early 1860s to the late 1870s. Cyrus Ingerson Scofield
later included it in his “Scofield Reference (Study) Bible,” and
generously handed out his Bible for free to pastors and ministers in
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the early 1900s. Scofield became a mentor to Lewis Sperry Chafer,
who founded the current-day Dallas Theological Seminary, a major
proponent for teaching the rapture doctrine. The doctrine also made its
way into many other seminaries and to “traditional” teachings of today.
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture.
Rapture enthusiasts follow a doctrine that living believers will
transport off the earth with Jesus Christ sometime before His actual
return for the resurrection; they escape God’s wrath during this
time known as the non-Scriptural “THE Great Tribulation.” They
supposedly will return with Jesus back to the earth from heaven after
the tribulation period has passed for the resurrection of their bodies
(cadavers). The rapture is usually defined in the context of either a
“pre, mid, or post” tribulation period, but most often taught as “The
Pre-Tribulation Rapture.”
The Rapture not found in Scripture.
The English word “rapture” can’t be found anywhere in Scripture;
first red-flag warning! Critics claim that Scofield in his “Scofield
Reference (Study) Bible” took the Latin word “rapturo” (to take
away) and used it for the similar Greek word “harpazo” (to catch up).
“Harpazo” is translated “caught up” and is used to teach that alive
believers in Christ will be “caught up” to meet the Lord. Scripture
does indeed support that believers are “caught-up,” but this happens
at the first resurrection, and is never connected with a separate event
known as “the rapture.” Notice in the following verses that not a
single word is mentioned about heaven or going to heaven. There
also is no second witness.
[15] For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent [precede] them which are asleep. [16] For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch142
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angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: [17] Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)
… in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established. (Matthew 18:16)
… In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be
established. (2 Corinthians 13:1)

The purpose of tribulation.
We live in a lost and dying world like Jesus said the last days
would be. Tribulation (pressure, affliction, anguish, burden,
persecution, trouble) serves a beneficial purpose to turn man back to
“righteousness” or “right-doing.” Man doesn’t usually change because
he sees the light; he most often changes because he “feels the heat.”
With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit
within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in
the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
(Isaiah 26:9)
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. (Hebrews
12:11)

Scripture speaks that we will have tribulation and even great
tribulation, but man has gone so far as to fabricate an event he names
“THE Great Tribulation,” and has assigned a seven-year period to
it. Neither has a basis in Scripture without some serious “Scripture
twisting” in an attempt to make it fit. There is ample evidence man has
and will continue to experience tribulation.
Jesus spoke just the opposite about being taken out of the world
to escape evil.
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I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. (John 17:15)
Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12)
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world. (John 16:33)
… that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:22)
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; (Romans 5:3)
Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in
prayer; (Romans 12:12)

God doesn’t rapture His people out of tribulation; He puts them
through tribulation.
God’s last word to us.
In times past, God spoke to us through His prophets, but His last
word to us is by His Son. We are to be cautious of any new, nonScriptural revelation or gospel of man. Paul also warned us that if
someone comes teaching another Jesus, another spirit or another
gospel, we are to: “well bear with him” (to hold one’s self up against).
It happened in Paul’s day, and it’s also happening in our day.
[1] God, who at sundry times [in many portions] and in divers
manners [in many ways] spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, [2] Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds; (Hebrews 1:1-2)
[6] I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: [7] Which is not
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another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. (Galatians 1:6-7)
[3] But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. [4] For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another
spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye
have not accepted, ye might well bear with him [to hold oneself up
against]. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

Neither Jesus nor the Apostle Paul taught a “rapture of the church
of believers.” When Jesus told Martha that her dead brother would
rise again, Martha confirmed that she knew her brother Lazarus would
rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus did not correct
her by saying Lazarus would first rise in a rapture that precedes the
resurrection.
[23] Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24]
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. (John 11:23-24)

Scriptural passages used to justify a rapture.
Scriptural passages most often used to justify a rapture are John
14:2-3, 1 Corinthians 15:49-55, Philippians 3:20-21, 1 Thessalonians
4:15-17, and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-7. You may recognize these verses
as applying to the “first resurrection” we explored earlier. It takes a lot
of manipulation and “Scripture twisting” to pull a rapture out of these
verses, not to mention finding a second witness for it.
We earlier saw where these verses fit in Scripture. I have added
them here again for the reader’s convenience.
No heaven mentioned.
[2] In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. [3] And if I go
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and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (John 14:2-3)

First resurrection.
[49] And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly. [50] Now this I say, brethren,
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption. [51] Behold, I shew you a mystery;
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, [52] In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. [53] For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality. [54] So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. [55] O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory? (1 Corinthians 15:49-55)
[20] For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: [21] Who shall change
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all
things unto himself. (Philippians 3:20-21)
[15] For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep. [16] For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
[17] Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)
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The falling away.
[1] Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, [2] That ye
be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
[3] Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin
be revealed, the son of perdition; [4] Who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God. [5] Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you
these things? [6] And now ye know what withholdeth that he might
be revealed in his time. [7] For the mystery of iniquity doth already
work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-7)

Proponents for a rapture believe the “falling away” will be at the
end times and won’t affect them because they won’t be here. A study
of history shows that it was Rome and the Roman army that held back
and kept in the natural, the man of sin, the son of perdition, the Papacy
from coming to power until 538 AD.
Left behind.
The fear of God’s wrath has sold innumerable movies, videos, and
books that teach the plight of those “left behind” on the earth during
“The Great Tribulation,” after rapture believers have been transported
off the earth to escape the horrors. This false teaching has left an indelible imprint on those not grounded in Scripture. Based on the written
word of Scripture, the most tragic thing “left behind” with the rapture
doctrine is the truth.
And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. (1
Thessalonians 1:10)
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For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, (1 Thessalonians 5:9)
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TWELVE

What If Scripture Doesn’t
Line Up with My Beliefs?

Our journey draws to a close and our final destination is clearly in
sight.
Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?
(Galatians 4:16)
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. (1 Thessalonians 5:21)
And have no fellowship [participation] with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove [expose] them. (Ephesians 5:11)

No one likes to have their favorite ox gored in the fight. It can take
some time for us to process the things we have covered here, especially if what we believe is not in agreement with Scripture.
My favorite prayer is: “Lord, please help me see where I am being
deceived.” I have found He is faithful to show me.
I also have the advantage of being able to stand on the shoulders of
all those who went before me, spiritual giants who walked faithfully
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with the Lord even though false doctrines abounded. They helped prepare the way for all of us to understand.
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

Sincerely believing something with all our heart doesn’t make it
true.
Often we can be heard saying: “Well, God knows my heart” to
justify our worship of false beliefs and doctrines. God indeed knows
our heart; it’s deceitful above all things and desperately wicked! We
can’t even know our own heart so believing something with all our
heart doesn’t necessarily make it Scripturally true.
There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death. (Proverbs 14:12) (See also: Proverbs 16:25)
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD
pondereth the hearts. (Proverbs 21:2)
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he … (Proverbs 23:7)

What to choose?
Will we now go forth with new resolve to understand Scripture,
or will we despise Scripture because it doesn’t fit our current beliefs?
Will we plant our feet and hold fast to defend our favorite, false doctrines?
If we button our shirt and miss the first button, all the other buttons will follow in disarray. The result will be a sloppy garment and
all our attempts to properly straighten it will be useless. The only fix
is to start over at the beginning and re-button our shirt in the order
intended.
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The same applies for Scripture. If we’ve missed the first button
and insist (demand forcefully) on keeping our false doctrines, God
will not only let us believe them but He will also send us strong delusion that we will continue to believe the lie.
[10] And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved. [11] And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: [12] That they all
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)
The fear [reverence] of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7)
[14] Now therefore fear [revere] the LORD, and serve him in
sincerity and in truth … serve ye the LORD. [15] And if it seem
evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye
will serve … but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
(Joshua 24:14-15)

Truth doesn’t change; we only change what we know.
The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
(Numbers 6:24-26)

151

Acknowledgments

Acknowledging everyone who contributed to essential parts of
this book would be impossible. You are the “unsung hero” who has
given so generously but receives little or no outward recognition for
your efforts.
I am truly grateful for your help.
•
•
•
•
•
•

You gave encouragement;
You gave suggestions;
You gave correction;
You gave freely of your time;
You gave disagreement;
You gave so much more!

Although you may not be acknowledged here by name, God knows
who you are and what you have so generously given. Your reward will
be from Him and far greater than your name in this book. This book
is fleeting; He is not.

153

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?
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Appendix – A
The King James Version,
The Translators to the Reader

Men and translations are fallible.
We need to stay aware of mistakes that come from men and translations.
Some believe the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible is the
inspired, infallible, and inerrant word of God to men in the English
language. They often believe that all other translations are corrupt and
should be avoided.
Most are unaware that in the original 1611 King James Version of
the Bible, there is a lengthy preface entitled “The Translators to the Reader.” The translators explained that they sought to do a better translation
but cautioned us that their work fell short of the original handed down
from God. They also encouraged us to search a variety of translations
for even deeper understanding of the Scriptures:
“… the original thereof being from heaven, not from earth;
the author being God, not man; the inditer [editor], the Holy
Spirit, not the wit of the Apostles or Prophets …”
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“Truly (good Christian Reader) we never thought from the
beginning, that we should need to make a new Translation, nor
yet to make of a bad one a good one … but to make a good one
better, or out of many good ones, one principal good one …”
“… that variety of Translations is profitable for the finding
out of the sense of the Scriptures …”

Man is fallible (capable of making mistakes) so every version and
translation will have errors. The King James Version is no exception.
We need not worry, we have God’s Holy Spirit and revelation to teach
and guide us around any errors.
Where there was controversy or the translators were unsure about
the clarity of text, they added margin notes so the reader could know
to seek further. These notes were to keep readers from concluding they
were reading incontrovertible truth not subject to further debate or dispute. One source counts 8,422 margin notes in the original version and
the translators argued strongly for their inclusion.
“Some peradventure [perhaps] would have no variety of
senses to be set in the margin, lest the authority of the Scriptures
for deciding of controversies by that show of uncertainty should
somewhat be shaken. But we hold their judgment not to be
so sound in this point … It hath pleased God in his Divine
Providence here and there to scatter words and sentences of that
difficulty and doubtfulness, not in doctrinal points that concern
salvation (for in such it hath been vouched that the Scriptures
are plain), but in matters of less moment, that fearfulness would
better beseem us than conﬁdence … Now in such a case doth
not a margin do well to admonish the Reader to seek further,
and not to conclude or dogmatize [represent as incontrovertible
truth] upon this or that peremptorily [subject to no further
debate or dispute]? … that variety of translations is proﬁtable
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for ﬁnding out of the sense of the Scriptures: so diversity of
signiﬁcation and sense in the margin, where the text is not so
clear, must needs do good; yea, is necessary, as we are persuaded
… They that are wise had rather have their judgments at
liberty in difference of readings, than to be captivated to one,
when it may be the other.” (The Translators to the Reader, 1611
King James Version of the Bible)

Italicized words found in the King James Bible are words not found
in the available manuscripts at the time of translation. Translators added these words in an attempt to help the reader’s understanding. These
additional words are often very helpful but sometimes can alter the
meanings of the thoughts being expressed and be detrimental to our
comprehension. Therefore, it is suggested to read passages both ways,
with and without these “italicized words” and then compare the message with other Scripture in context, precept upon precept, and line
upon line.
[9] Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make
to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and
drawn from the breasts. [10] For precept must be upon precept,
precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little,
and there a little: (Isaiah 28:9-10)

There are those who will argue that God would not give us corrupted Scripture. We must remember that God didn’t give us corrupted Scripture, man did. But why would God allow man to corrupt His
word? Consider that one reason might be to draw us into a closer
relationship with Him. It requires us to learn how to hear and communicate “one-on-one” with Him in the spirit. Man’s way in the past
was to have a prophet or priest hear for him from God.
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Appendix – B
The Apostle Peter of Scripture is NOT
The Apostle Peter of the Holy Roman
Catholic Church
In David Nikao Wilcoxson’s comprehensive book “Revelation
Timeline Decoded” (Reprinted here with author’s permission and
found at: https://bibleprophecydecoded.com), he eloquently writes:
Chapter 13 – The Mystery of Iniquity
In 2 Thessalonians 2:7, the Apostle Paul proclaimed that the mystery of
iniquity was already at work in the first century.
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth
will let, until he be taken out of the way.
He’s saying that the false beliefs that would cause some to fall away
and lead to the false religion of the son of perdition; had already permeated
the early assembly of the saints. To counter Messiah’s kingdom assembly of
saints, Satan laid the foundation for his own “Christian” Church. We see the
fulfillment on that in Acts 8:20-23 when Luke tells us about Simon Magus,
whom the Samarians deemed was a “great power of God.”
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He tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit and was rebuked by Peter. Magus’s name means Zoroaster, a practitioner, a priest, of astrology
and magic, a sorcerer. Deuteronomy 29:16-18 points to the iniquity of idol
worship being gall and wormwood (bitterness). Peter was proclaiming that
Simon the Sorcerer was a cause of “bitterness and corruption” to others.
Peter was making a prophetic statement, foretelling Simon’s sinful role
and how his teachings would mislead people. The Babylonian Mystery Religion influenced those in Samaria, which is where Simon Magus originated.
He used magic to deceive people, which gained him fame. Magus is the
Chaldean word for priest, making Simon a false priest.
Messiah warned, Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. (Matthew
7:15)
Simon the Sorcerer was a forerunner of the ACBP [The Antichrist Beast
Pope, the White Pope], who pretended to be priests of Messiah, but really
serve Satan’s agenda. After Peter admonished Simon, the sorcerer went to
Rome to proclaim to be an apostle of Messiah, deceive people and draw
them under his authority.
It appears that he formed his own church in the name of Jesus (Iesous),
in which he was the Bishop, the leader of the church designated by Satan to
seek to overthrow the true Assembly of Messiah. He blended the Babylonian
Mystery Religion with Messiah’s teachings to create a universal church that
would attract all Rome.
Does that sound familiar? Is that not what the RCC [The Roman Catholic Church] is, a false church led by a Roman Bishop, filled with idols, which
teaches a false Messiah and a false Gospel; to deceive people?
From Simon’s Gnostic teachings, a sect of Simonians flourished,
preached a false messiah and false gospel; and even taught that Simon was
the ‘Holy Father’ in human form to bring salvation to them. We can see a
direct connection with the sect of Simonians, who revered Simon as the sun
god, and Helen as the moon goddess; to what became the RCC, where the
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Pope is revered as the sun god, and Mary is the moon goddess, the Queen
of Heaven.
In 152, in the First Apology of Justin Martyr, Justin noted that the sect of
the Simonians appears to have been formidable, as he spoke of the founder,
Simon, four times. He describes him as a formidable magician whom came
to Rome in the days of Claudius Caesar. He was honored as a god, with a
statue erected on the Tiber, between the two bridges, bearing the inscription
“Somoni deo Sancto” (the holy god Simon).
The word pater means father, as we find in the word paternal. We find
this other Peter calling himself Simon the Father. Bishops of Rome preempted the old Mithraic high priest’s ancient title of Pater Patrum, which
became Papa, or Pope, meaning Father. The Popes of Rome call themselves
by the Holy Father, the Holy Peter.
The RCC proclaims that Peter spent twenty-five years in Rome as the
first Bishop (Pope) until he was martyred by being crucified upside-down in
the last year of Nero’s reign. But the narrative of Peter being in Rome that
long is easily proven to be false.
We can see that it was not the Apostle Peter, who was the first Pope, but
instead it was Simon the Sorcerer. He set up the Babylonian priesthood of
what became the RCC. The mystery of iniquity, which was started in the 1st
century, became the false religion of Romanism. Pagan sun gods are symbolized by a pole or upright stake, which are phallic symbols, sacred Peters.
An Egyptian obelisk was erected in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican, in the
middle of a sun wheel. It sits in front of St. Peter’s Basilica, the temple of
their chief god; Simon Magus, the Holy Peter, and his successors, the Popes
of Rome.
Simon Magus sought to prove His power and perhaps parody when Satan tempted Messiah to throw Himself off the temple’s pinnacle. In the St.
Pietro Basilica in Vatican City, stucco bas-relief panels in the portico present
the events in the life of St. Peter, including The Fall of Simon Magus. Google
images of ‘the fall of Simon Magus.’
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A mosaic of The Death of Simon Magus was made in the 12 century at
the Mosaic Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Sicily. It shows the Apostle Paul
knelt while Peter commanded the demons to let Simon fall. Magus reportedly broke his leg and was severely hurt, and died a few days later. Losing
Simon Magus, his top magician, no doubt enraged Nero against Peter and
Paul. And, interestingly, Nero killed both of them.
We can see that the ‘mystery of iniquity’ pointed to Simon Magus, the
founder of what became the RCC of the ACBP. Satan’s use of Simon the
Sorcerer, who pretended to be an apostle of Messiah, set up the wheat and
tares narrative.
But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among
the wheat and went his way. Matthew 13:25
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest, I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my
barn. Matthew 13:30
Interestingly, in pointing to the desolation of Rome’s harlot church,
Revelation 18:23 declares for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.
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